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of education, a model predominantly echoing the tenets of Western
philosophy cultivated and nurtured over the centuries. This philosophy
has pressed upon the validation of contemporary science seeking its further
validation of European scientific model. After India got its freedom from the

P ost-independence, Indian education was largely a relic of Western system

British hegemony, we had conceived a developmental model that was driven
by science and technology. Consequently, the education policy framed carried
on with the evolution of this model. It took almost four and half decades to
arrive at its first comprehensive education policy with its definitive Program
of Action as early as 1992 (excluding policies in 1968 and 1986 for obvious
reasons). However, improvising from our past experiences our education has
finally evolved into a policy framework rechristened as “National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020” unveiled on July 29, 2020, Wednesday, when Union cabinet
has given a emphatic go-ahead to the one amongst the most ambitious, holistic,
flexible, multidisciplinary education policy aligned with and catering to the needs
of modern and resurgent India on the global landscape with the overarching
goals of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to be achieved by 2030.

I take immense proud in sharing that Mahatma Gandhi Central University
(MGCU), Motihari, East Champaran, Bihar is taking substantial and significant
initiatives in reflecting on National Education Policy-2020 in the form of
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e-Seminars, e-Symposiums, e-Lectures, articles etc. by its faculty members across
all schools of MGCU and by having invited more than twenty Vice-Chancellors
and many senior level academicians, intellectuals and social activists from across
the country.

I must congratulate the faculty members for taking constructive initiative
for ‘CONSPECTUS’ and being the part of this grand exercise of extreme
national significance. I am sure such initiatives will immensely be helpful in
conceptualizing and strategizing for the effective implementation of NEP-
2020 transforming and transmutating Indian education into a formidable force
catapulting India into the hallowed position of “Vishwa Guru”.

My sincere good wishes to the editors and contributors of this book.

— Prof. Sanjeev Kumar Sharma
Vice-Chancellor

Mahatma Gandhi Central University
Motihari (Bihar)




he National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, aimed

I at making India a global knowledge superpower,

is path breaking and visionary. These reforms,

both in school and higher education, would have profound

impact on the gross enrolment ratios, quality of education,

research, employability and internationalization in the

years to come. This would transform India’s educational

landscape from one of local presence to global leadership

with quality, equity, inclusion and access. Effective

implantation of several changes initiated in this Policy would pave way for
achieving Atmanirbhar Bharat sooner than expected

Integration of liberal education with the existing education system is indeed
a great idea considering the need to promote creativity and innovation. This
would also significantly contribute to catapulting some of the higher educational
institutions to world class universities. Academic freedom including the freedom
to pursue research, adopt innovative pedagogical and curriculum practices is not
only a welcome step but equally a challenging task to faculty and leadership. The
new policy rightly places the importance on teachers and faculty at the heart of
the learning process. It also rightly emphasizes on the recruitment, continuous
professional development, positive working environment and service conditions
in HEIs. Implementation of this policy in true spirit will transform higher
education in the country. It would set India on the path for global educational
leadership and pave way for attaining the past glory attracting international
scholarship. In due course, it will also help in achieving the long cherished goal
of some of the Indian universities getting into the top 100 universities in the
world. I firmly believe that the vision of Deendayal Upadyayji which I quote”
With the support of Universal knowledge and our heritage, we shall create a
Bharat which will excel all its past glories, and will enable every citizen in its
told to develop his manifold latent potentialities and to achieve, through a sense
of unity with the entire creation, a state even higher than that of a complete
human being”, would be reality with new education policy.

Good luck and best wishes. — Prof. G. Gopal Reddy
With Regards Pro Vice-Chancellor

Mahatma Gandhi Central University
Motihari (Bihar)
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Professor Sanjeev Kumar Sharma is Vice
Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Central University,
Bihar, Former Professor and Head, Department of
Political Science, Chaudhary Charan Singh University,
Meerut, presently General Secretary and Treasurer,
Indian Political Science Association (IPSA), has been
the Editor of The Indian Journal of Political Science
(for more than nine years), the quarterly journal of
the Indian Political Science Association (IPSA) besides
being the founder Editor of the Hindi journal of the IPSA, Bhartiya Rajniti
Vijnan Shodh Patrika. Prof. Sharma has a throughout first class career and has
been a National Merit Scholarship holder. He has been teaching Political
Science for more than thirty four years. He has supervised 17 Ph.D, 64 M.Phil
and more than thirty Post-Doctoral Fellows. He has published 68 research
papers, 16 reviews, 41 articles, 19 edited or authored books and monograph.
He has been organizing a large number of national and international academic
events. He has attended many international seminars in various countries
including US, UK, Canada, Australia, Japan, Spain, Poland, Mauritius, Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh, Jordan, China, South Africa. He has chaired, participated
and delivered Keynote, Inaugural and Valedictory Addresses and Special
Lectures in more than 3850 seminars, conferences, refresher courses and
orientation programmes throughout the country. He has handled a number of
research projects. His main areas of interest are Political Sociology, Ancient
Indian Polity and Indian Political System. He is academically associated with
more than 150 universities of the country. A widely travelled academician, he

has an exceptional knowledge of Sanskrit.

Professor Arttatrana Pal is the Professor and Head,
Department of Zoology and Dean, School of Life
Sciences, Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Bihar.
Immediately after entering into new position, Prof. Pal
served in various capacities, as founder Professor, Head
of the Department of Zoology and Botany, Member of
various decision making bodies including IQAC, BoS,
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Academic Council and Executive Council Members at MGCU. Before that he
served as Associate Professor, Department of Zoology at MGCU, Associate
and Assistant Professor at School of Biotechnology, KIIT University,
Bhubaneswar, University Teaching and Research Faculty at University of
Colorado Denver, USA, Research I‘ellow at Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU), New Delhi, and Utkal University, India. An animal biologist by training,
he possesses an excellent academic record with M.Sc. degree in Zoology from
Utkal University in 1999 and Ph.D. degree in Zoology from Utkal University
in 2006. Prof. Pal has over 14 years of experience in research and teaching. In
addition, Prof. Pal a dynamic Professor of Zoology, he has been keenly
interested in research and innovation in Animal Sciences and Medicine and
published 45 scientific articles/book chapters in peer reviewed journals/books.
Five students have received Ph.D. degree and awarded more than 12 M.Tech/
MSc. dissertation students under his supervision. Besides he has completed
couple of major research projects funded by various extramural funding
agencies. His research specialization is in Animal Sciences with major emphasis
on Diabetic Neuropathy, Metabolic Disease Biology and Therapeutics and
Toxicology. Prof. Pal has worked in several reputed National and International
laboratories like Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of
Colorado Denver, Department of Ophthalmology, School of Medicine,
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, USA, JNU, New Delhi,
and Utkal University, Bhubaneswar and has given many invited talks in
national and international conferences in India and abroad. As a life member
of many professional scientific bodies, Prof. Pal is serving as Reviewer Board
of many reputed International Journals.

-

Professor Pavnesh Kumar is Dean, School of
Commerce & Management Sciences, Mahatma
Gandhi Central University, Bihar. Prof. Pavnesh has a

throughout first class career and has been author of
many books and research papers. He has been teaching
Management for more than eighteen years and has

been a key figure in organizing many national and
international academic events throughout his career.
He is a life member of many societies/professional bodies with few of them as
Indian Accounting Association, All India Association for Educational Research
and Indian Commerce Association. He has also participated in more than thirty
International & National Seminars. His main areas of interest are International
Business & Finance.
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Professor Pranveer Singh is currently serving as Professor in Department
of Zoology, Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Bihar, India. Prot. Singh did
his graduation in Zoology, and Post-graduation in Zoology -
with Specialization in Cytogenetics from University of
Allahabad, Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh, India. He has

completed his doctoral thesis in Evolutionary Population

Genetics from Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Varanasi,

Uttar Pradesh, India and postdoctoral study in Biophysics
/ Proteomics from Indian Institute of Science (IISc),
Bangalore, Karnataka, India. Prof. Singh has published
several books from Springer, Nova publishers, USA and
Cambridge, UK in addition to publications in International Journals of repute.
His research interests include, Epidemiology/Diseases Biology, Biophysics,
Proteomics, Vaccine design, Evolutionary and Population Genetics. Prof. Singh is
currently senior member of many academic bodies and societies. Prof. Singh has
served in the capacity of External Expert in Board of Studies, Selection-cum-
screening committee and has also set the question papers of entrance
examinations of various universities in India. He is awarded with national level
tellowships for doctoral and postdoctoral studies. Prof. Singh has served in
various University level committees. He is currently, the Member (Accessor) of
National Accreditation and Assessment Council (NAAC) peer team.

Professor Asheesh Srivastava is a well-known
academician in the field of education; he is an alumnus
of University of Lucknow, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh &
Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore, Madhya
Pradesh. A very popular figure among his students
since the beginning of his career as a teacher, Prof.
Srivastava has served under University of Lucknow,
Amity University Uttar Pradesh (Lucknow Campus)
before  getting appointment simultaneously in
prestigious universities of India viz. Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, Uttar
Pradesh & Visva-Bharati: A Central University & an Institution of National
Importance, Santiniketan, West Bengal in 2010. Prof. Srivastava chose to serve
the Ashram of Nobel Laureate Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore ie. Visva-

Bharati and served it, in different capacities for almost a decade before joining
Mahatma Gandhi Central University (MGCU), Motihari, East Champaran,
Bihar as Professor of Education. Prof. Srivastava has vast & rich experience
of traveling and delivering lectures to different prestigious Universities/
Institutions of education of different strata across India. Prof. Srivastava is
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having plenty of presentations and publications to his credit and his area of
interest is ‘Educational Policies & Programmes’. Prof. Srivastava is a Founder
Dean of School of Education here in Mahatma Gandhi Central University.

Professor Vikas Pareek is Dean of School of
Computational Sciences, Information & CT at Mahatma
Gandhi Central University, Bihar. He earlier served as
founding Head of the Dept of CS & IT and Chief
Proctor of the University. He also has additional charge
of Officer on Special Duty (Finance). He has a rich
teaching, research and administrative experience. His
primary research interests include Cyber Security, Mobile
Computing and E-learning. He 1is life member of
Cryptology Research Society of India and a professional member of ACM and
ISACA. He has served on TPC and editorial board of numerous conferences
and journals. He has experience of supervising Ph.D. scholars and Software
Development projects. Prior to joining MGCU, he served at Banasthali
Vidaypith for more than a decade. He was a recipient of best student award
and national scholarship during his school days. He has a deep interest in
Indology and literature.

Dr Sapna Sugandha is an Associate Professor in Dept
of Management Sciences. She is doctorate in Human
Resource Accounting and having vast experience as
HR Professional in industry of Government of India
along with teaching experience. She is having various
publications in reputed journals in research areas of
Artificial Intelligence, E- Leadership, E- Performance
Appraisal and many more. She has done many research
assignments related to HR in industry on competency
mapping, assessment center, development aspects and related matters. She has

participated and presented many papers on Human Resource Management
areas in National and International Conferences.

Dr Jugal Kishor Dadhich is an Associate Professor in
Dept of Gandhian and Peace Studies, Mahatma Gandhi
Central University, Bihar. He is a Gold Medalist in UG
and PG from Jai Narayan Vyas University, Jodhpur,
Rajasthan. He is Former Head, Dept of Non Violence
and Peace, Director, Research, Jain Vishva Bharti
University, Ladnun and Former Principal, AKKM,
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JVBU, Ladnun. He has been teaching Non-Violence and Peace and Gandhian
Thoughts for more than 18 years. He has supervised 10 Ph.D, 02 M.Phil, and
more than 14 Dissertation. He is a Member of Academic Council, Board of
Studies, Grievances cell and IQAC, JVBU Ladnun. He is a program officer of
NSS , MGCUB. He has published 16 research papers, 12 articles and 02 books.

He has organised many National and international academic events. He has

chaired, participated, delivered Keynote addresses and special lectures in more
than 100 seminars and conferences. He has handled a Research Project in
ICSSR, New Delhi. He is a philosopher of Gandhian Thoughts and training in
Non-Violence.

Dr Anjani Kumar Jha is an Associate Professor in
Media Studies, Mahatma Gandhi Central University,
Bihar. Dr. Jha has very long experience in teaching
and journalistic arena. He has written 24 books. He
received 05 National fellowship and 03 national
awards. His research publication is 29. and attended,
delivered lectures in workshop, seminar, conference in

several times. He is columnist. His published articles
in different newspapers and magazine are more than
1000. Dr. Jha is member in UGC regional centre and member of Executive
council, in Central University, Himachal Pradesh. He 1is penalist in
Doordarshan, A.LLR. and several other channels. He is associated with many
social and cultural organizations.

Dr Aslam Khan is an Associate Professor in Department
of Gandhian and Peace Studies, Mahatma Gandhi Central
University, Bihar. Prior to this, he served as Professor of
International Relations and Dean, Faculty of Management
Sciences, Yobe State University, Nigeria. He also served as
Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science

and International Studies at Bahir Dar University,

Ethiopia. Dr. Khan also served as Associate Professor &

Head, Department of Political Science and Administration at Yobe State
University, Nigeria. He also served Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh as
Assistant Professor of Political Science. Dr Khan has also served as a Visiting
Professor at Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Bihar, University of
Maiduguri, Nigeria and Amhara Leadership Academy, Ethiopia. Dr Khan has
been been very actively engaged in his research pursuits concerning US and
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South Asia, Peace and Conflict, South Asian Politics, African Politics and
Terrorism. He is also the member of editorial board of several reputed
journals including Cambridge Scholars and Springer. He also serves as
reviewer for scores of international peer reviewed journals including Brill,
Routledge, Sage and Cambridge. He also serves as member of International
Advisory Committee for various international conferences. He is also the
member of International Political Science Association (IPSA), Canada,
International Studies Association (ISA), USA, Midwest Political Science
Association (MPSA), USA and Indian Political Science Association (IPSA),
India. He is also associated with International Peace Research Association
(IPRA) and Member, Executive Council of Asia Pacific Peace Research
Association. He has delivered his lectures in UK. USA, Netherland, Italy,
Singapore, Ghana, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Ghana
Turkey, Nepal, Australia and New Zealand.

Dr M. Vijay Kumar Sharma is an Associate Professor,
currently heads of Department of Social Work at Mahatma
Gandhi Central University, Bihar. His has studied MSW,
MA (Sociology), LLM (Labour Laws), and Post Graduate
Diploma in Industrial Relations and Personnel Management
from Osmania University, Hyderabad. He holds two
Doctoral Degrees, one in Sociology, and another in Social
Work. He is also a Post-Doctoral Research Fellow (PDF)
in Sociology from Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Govt. of India, New Delhi &
OU. Beside this, he also holds the Doctor of Letters (D.Litt) from University
of South America, USA. He has a rich experience in Social Work research and
teaching for the past twenty-five years. He actively contributes to the wellbeing

of the downtrodden communities on one hand, and provides professional
advice to the welfare agencies. Particularly, he is known for doing long-term
research on primitive tribal groups of southern India. He has been widely
published in journals of national and international repute, and has contributed
chapters to books on social work and sociology. Dr Vijay has designed the
curriculum in Social Work Education in Telangana state, and has also edited
and written several textbooks prescribed for social work education. He has also
participated and presented research papers in many national and international
seminars, conferences, and workshops. He has been the supervisor of many
research scholars for M.Phil and Ph.D programmes from various universities
across the country. He is regarded highly for spreading the message of
selfless service in the field of Professional Social Work. His commitment and
dedication to the field of Social Work has given him an opportunity to balance

teaching and practicing social work.
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Dr Sunil Kumar Singh is working as an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Computer Science & Information Technology, Mahatma
Gandhi Central University, Bihar. Before joining here,
Dr Singh has taught UG and PG students in
Galgotias University, Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh,
India for almost 03 years. He received his M.Tech and
PhD degree in Computer Science and Technology, in
the year 2012 and 2017 respectively, from School of
Computer and Systems Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi, India. Dr. Singh has published
around 15 research paper in various International
Journals (including Springer, Inderscience, IGI Global etc.) and Conferences.
His research interest is in the area of Mobile Computing, Parallel Computing,

Machine Learning, Internet of Things, and Blockchain Technology.

Dr Umesh Patra is an Assistant Professor in the
Department of English at Mahatma Gandhi Central
University, Bihar. He worked on a comparative
analysis of an Odia syncretic folk theatre named Pala
and Bertolt Brecht's epic theatre for his PhD
dissertation at The English & Foreign Languages
University, Hyderabad. His research area includes
Theatre and Performance Studies, Modern British
Literature, and Queer Theory. A few of his lectures
are uploaded on E-Vimarsh: ICT initiative for
E-learning by MGCU. He is a Member, Editorial Board of MGCU Journal of
Social Sciences. He has also delivered lectures as a resource person at a few

academic events. Some of his writings have been published in Research &
Criticism, Muse India, and The Hindu.

Dr Ambikesh Kumar Tripathi is an Assistant
Professor in the Department of Gandhian and Peace
Studies, Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Bihar.
Prior to join MGCU, he taught Political Science at
Government P G College, Dwarahat, Uttarakhand.
Dr Tripathi holds his PhD from the Department of
Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi,
on the topic: Contextualizing Human Security: State
and Maoist Violence. He has vast experience of field
study of Maoist-prone region of South Chhattisgarh.
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Dr Tripathi has widely been published in different research journals. He also
writes on contemporary issues for many reputed daily and weekly magazines.

Dr Abhay Vikram Singh is an Assistant Professor
in Department of Gandhian and Peace Studies,
Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Bihar. Prior to
his joining at MGCU, he worked as an Assistant
Professor of Political Science in SRM Institute of
Science & Technology, NCR Campus, Modinagar,
Ghaziabad and in Noida College of Physical
Education, Dadri, G.B.Nagar (for more than seven

years). He also worked as a visiting faculty in the

Department of Political Science, Ram Lal Anand College, South Campus and
School of Open Learning, Delhi University. Dr. Abhay Vikram Singh has
endowed his M.A., M.Phil,, Ph.D (Political Science) from Chaudhary Charan
Singh University, Meerut. He has successfully completed Post-Doctrol
Fellowship from ICSSR, New Delhi and worked as a Research Fellow in Major
Research Project sponsored by UGC. He has published 13 research papers/
articles, 5 reviews, 5 authored or edited books. He has attended many National
and International seminars and conferences. He has been an active member in
organizing various national and international academic events. His main areas
of interest are Gandhian Philosophy, Indian Political Thought and
Contemporary Political Theories.

Dr Bhaw Nath Pandey is working an Assistant
Professor, Department of Library and Information
Science, Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Bihar.
Before it he has worked as an Assistant Professor
and Head of Department of Library and Information
Science, Gauri Devi Government College for Women,
Alwar, Rajasthan. Besides this he has worked as an

Assistant Librarian in Central Library, Central
University of Rajasthan, Kishangarh-Ajmer, Mewar
University, Chittorgarh, Rajasthan and Amity University, Lucknow, Uttar
Pradesh. He has received (Ph.D.) degree in Library and Information Science
subject by University of Rajasthan- Jaipur, Rajasthan. He holds a degree of
B.Sc., B.Lib.I.Sc, M.Lib.I.Sc, M.Sc. (IT), UGC (NET) and Ph.D. degree. Prior
to this assignment he has worked more than twelve years (12) in various
universities with different capacities. He has published and presented more
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than fifteen (15) research paper and articles in Journals, edited books, seminar
and conferences proceedings. He has recipient of South Asia Foundation
Madanjeet Singh Scholarship sponsored by South Asia Foundation. His areas
of interest are Knowledge Management, Knowledge Organization, ICTs,
Information Sources and Services.

Dr Manisha Rani is an Assistant Professor,
Department of Educational Studies at Mahatma
Gandhi Central University, Bihar. She is currently
teaching to M.A., M.Phil, and Ph.D Students.
Formerly she was associated with Central University
of Jharkhand. Where she taught 2-year B.Ed. and
4-year integrated B.A. B.Ed. and B.Sc. B.Ed. students.
She completed her Ph.D. in education from Visva-
Bharati University, Santiniketan and M.Ed. from
Regional Institute of Education, Bhubaneswar. Her area of research interests

and specialization includes Educational technology and ICT, Elementary
Education and Early Childhood Care and Education, Environmental Education
and Teacher Education.

Dr Pathloth Omkar is an Assistant Professor
at Department of Educational Studies, School of
Education, Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Bihar.
Prior to join Mahatma Gandhi Central University
(MGCU), he taught to B.Ed, M.Ed, M.A. M.Phil
and PhD students at North-Eastern Hill University
(Central University) Meghalaya and at The English and
Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad. He worked

a

on Inclusive Practices and Policies for Persons with

Disabilities for his PhD dissertation at The English and Foreign Languages
University (Central University), Hyderabad. His research area includes Public
Policy Education, Curriculum Studies, Inclusion and Marginalities, Technology
tor Education, Well-being and Illness Studies. He has also delivered lectures
as a resource person at a few academic events. Some of his writings have been
published in Research Journals. He is an accomplished organizer of professional
events, and has also participated in many Conferences, Symposiums, Educational
Conclaves, Seminars and Workshops at national level.
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Mr. Siddhartha Ghosh is a Ph.D. Research Scholar
in Department of Management Sciences, Mahatma

Gandhi Central University, Bihar. He has more than
six years of corporate experience and has worked in
various positions in Bank, Marketing Research and Skill
development. He has authored many articles in various
digital mediums and has also authored two research
papers. His main areas of interest are Sustainable
Finance & International Business.




List of Abbreviations

and Acronyms
ABC . Academic Bank of Credit
AISHE :  All India Survey on Higher Education
ASER :  Annual Status of Education Report
ECCE : Early Childhood Care Education
GDP : Gross Domestic Product
GER :  Gross Enrolment Ratio
GIAN : Global Initiative of Academic Network
ICSSR : Indian Council of Social Science Research
IDP :  Institutional Development Plan
IEP :  Individualized Education Plan
IITI . Indian Institute of Translation and Interpretation
LLL :  Life-Long Learning
MHRD :  Ministry of Human Resource Development
NEP : National Education Policy
NIPUN :  National Initiative for Proficiency in reading with Understanding
and Numeracy
PISA : Programme for International student assessment
PLP :  Personalized Learning Plan
RTE . Right to Education
SDG . Sustainable Development Goal

SEZ . Special Economic Zone
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National Education Policy 2020: Conspectus

His Excellency ‘Horw ble Phesident of India

Shri Ram Nath Kovind

on
National Education Policy-2020

“The success of the National Education Policy will depend on the effective
contribution of both the Centre and the State. Education is the subject of
the concurrent list under the Indian Constitution. Therefore, it requires
joint and coordinated action by the Centre and the States.”

“The use and integration of technology will accelerate learning process
improvement and yield better results. For this, the National Educational
Technology Forum - NETF. Will be established. NETF The state
government agencies will also provide consultation.”

“To give impetus to a large and vibrant economy like India, it is necessary
to encourage ‘knowledge-creation’ and research. For this, the central and
state governments will have to increase the percentage of investment in
research and innovation.”

“This education policy includes Indian languages, arts and culture. Work
has been given priority. This creates creativity among students. It will help
in maintaining the unity of our country with diverse languages intact.”
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National Education Policy 2020: Conspectus

His Excellency Hon*ble Vice Phesident of India

Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu

on
National Education Policy-2020

“Yoga has no religion, it is an art, it is science,” he went on to say. It is
important, he added, that youngsters are inculcated with an understanding
and learn to appreciate the Indian culture and heritage. “Education is not
for employment alone, the purpose is enlightenment and empowerment.”

“Diversity and respect for the local context as well as recognition of the
importance of India’s classical languages will undoubtedly give learners
a holistic world view. The focus of NEP 2020 on ethics and human and
Constitutional values would go a long way in the creation of enlightened
citizenship essential for deepening our democratic roots,”

“No language should either be imposed or opposed: NEP is a major step
forward to enhance access to quality education for children and youth.”
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National Education Policy 2020: Conspectus

‘Hor ble ‘Phime ‘Minisie: of India

Shri Narendra Damodardas Modi
On
National Education Policy-2020

“For a long time, situations were arising where our children were being
buried under the burden of bags and board exams, due to the pressure of
family and society. This problem has been effectively
addressed in this policy.”

“This is not the government’s education policy; it is the country’s
education policy. Education policy and education system are important
means of fulfilling the aspirations of people towards Atmanirbhar Bharat.”

“National Education Policy 2020 focuses on learning instead of studying
and goes ahead of the curriculum to focus on critical thinking; National
Education Policy stresses on passion, practicality and
performance than on ‘Process.”

“It is now our collective responsibility to implement this essence of NEP,
2020 in letter and spirit,”
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National Education Policy 2020: Conspectus

Horv ble &Educalion Tinisté: of India

Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’
On

National Education Policy-2020

“A student will be able to have a 360-degree holistic assessment with the
help of this policy (NEP). He will be able to do self-assessment, his or her
guardian, teacher and co-student will also be able to do the
assessment as well”

“This policy was not made in a meeting in any room. Suggestions were
taken from more than 1.5 lakh gram panchayats. Teachers, students,
parents, MPs, MLAs and even village representatives were consulted. Even
after that, we put this education policy in the public domain. 2.25 lakh
people gave their suggestion. Some of the suggestions of the people were
incorporated by making two secretariats”

“I think that the education for which children used to go abroad can now

be found in the country itself. We have will make a commission for higher

education, (Higher Education Commission) under which UGC, AICTE and
NCTE will be brought under one banner”
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National Education Policy 2020: Conspectus

Hor’ ble Chaiman of Diaft Commillee

Dr. K. Kasturirangan
On

National Education Policy- 2020

“Children have a great ability to pick up multiple languages in early age.
The policy talks about a flexible approach in three-language formula. How
it will be implemented in states it’s their decision. No language is being
imposed in the policy,”

“Adopting local languages as the medium of instruction till Class 5 is
important in the early phase of education because the child’s strengths in
understanding the principles and in displaying creativity manifests better

in the mother tongue as well in the local language,”

“We have suggested that the mother tongue or the local language
or regional language, one of them could be the choice for medium of
instruction. Experts have found when a child is born he starts learning in
his home language. It is not just in our country, in countries like France and
Germany and even Nobel laureates have admitted that their knowledge of
science or any other subject has been better when they studied it in
their language,”
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National Education Policy 2020: Conspectus

Wor?ble Chaiman Univeisify Gianls Conmission

Professor D. P. Singh
On
National Education Policy-2020

“NEP is dedicated to significant aspects of education like holistic,
multidisciplinary and futuristic education, quality research and equitable
use of technology for better reach in education”

“NEP is based on the pillars of assessment, equity, quality, affordability and
accountability”

“NEP will ensure Responsibility & Transparency along with expected
outcome across all strata of education”
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National Education Policy 2020: Conspectus

‘o’ ble ‘Vice Chancello} of ‘ThGCU

Professor Sanjeev Kumar Sharma
On
National Education Policy-2020

“A Nations Prime Minister coming forward after nod of union cabinet
within seven days with a call to the nation on National Education Policy
2020 and entrusting openly to entire teaching fraternity of Nation with the
assertive political will in all possible ways, and inviting teachers to plan,
design, develop the road map and actionable actions for implementation of
NEP 2020. It is a big positive thing and greatest aspects never
happened in the history.”

“The time for appreciation of education policy is over now. Now we have
to emphasize on its implementation process. Suggestions have been sought
from teachers for implementation at university level. As soon as suggestions

come, we will take further steps towards its implementation. New
education will prove to be a millstone in the direction of our becoming
world guru again and will show the way to the world, I believe.”
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National Education Policy 2020: Conspectus

‘Hor’ ble ‘Pho Vice Chancelloy of ThGCU

Professor G. Gopal Reddy
On
National Education Policy-2020

“School Education was neglected subject from a long time and in the
context of school, teacher is very important”

“Any nation’s progress determined by its schools, teachers through their
classrooms”

“In the NEP 2020 Students will be exposed to a social environment, and
various exposures would be provided to the young minds”

“School education reforms are Landmark reforms, imparting education in
regional language is an inclusive policy. Emphasis is on equity and inclusive
aspects and they are heart and soul of NEP-2020. It is comprehensive
policy for holistic development of students”
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“The new education policy talks of upliftment of
all sections of society. Special education system
will be provided in backward areas. There is talk of
furthering the Indian knowledge tradition. Ancient
manuscripts are scattered in lakhs, their collection
and preservation have been talked about. The new
education policy is very good, but the basic thing is
its implementation. All stakeholders should be to
be dedicated to its implementation.”

Sh. Atul Kothari

National secretary,
Shiksha Sanskriti
Utthan Nyas,

New Delhi

Shri. Shriniwas
Joint Secretary, ABVP

“The day this education policy hits the ground,
there will be a huge positive change in society
and nation. Baba Saheb Bhimrao Ambedkar said
that every child should have the right to read the
subject of his choice. The work that was not done
for 70 years of independence is now done. It is a

surgical strike in the field of education”

“This is the first education policy to date in

students. This education policy will work to
bridge the gap between government and non-

education in mother tongue.

Member Drafting Committee,
National Education Policy

Azad Hindustan which focuses on teachers and

government institutions. There is a need to impart

Prof. Majhar Asif
JNU
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“The education system of the nation has an
important contribution in the progress of any
nation. Macaulay’s education policy was an
attempt to enslave. July 29, 2020 will be known
as the golden day in the history of India. This
is the first education policy in the history of
independence, where students will be able
to study as per their wish. In the world, the
countries leading ahead are the ones which

Prof. Nagesh Thakur emphasise on investigation, research and

development”

University of Himachal Pradesh and Member,

UGC
Mahatma Gandhi Central University £ @MGCURBIhar - Jul 20 v
#MEP2020: Paving way for transformational reforms in schools and higher

education systems in the country.
@GSIPSA @PMOIndia @DrRPNishank @HRDMinistry @ugc_india

ﬁ", Professor Sanjeev K Sharma @G5[PSA - Jul 30

#NEP2020 161 & YR faaR & wgiar Wi afde, =i g,
HBGIHE Hlfciddl, 33N E @ Sauayd 2193 firam
1T S FAIG U0 YR &1 T4 UHdIHR g 1@ugc_india
@HRDMinistry @ MGCUBihar @ DrRPNishank @PMOIndia




Legacy of Champaran
&

| : Where
I _———== DMohandas

T |
| Became

Mahatma

MGCU is located at Motihari, District-East Champaran, Bihar (INDIA).
The present name of Motihari is justified by its being situated on all sides
of ‘Moti’ lake. Mythologically, ‘Champaran’ derives its name from “Forests
of Champa” having pervaded this area in the past. Moreover, Motihari is
well-known as the “Karmabhoomi” of Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi,
where he successfully experimented with the idea of “Satyagraha”, Truth
and Ahimsa during the “Neel Andolan” (Indigo Movement) at Champaran in
1917. The establishment of MGCUB commemorates the centenary year of
Mahatma Gandhi’s Champaran Satyagraha. It is often said that Champaran
made Bapu the charismatic leader of the masses.

Named after Mahatma Gandhi, Father of Nation, Mahatma Gandhi Central
University of Bihar (MGCUB) is one of the emerging public Central
universities of India. The Motto of the University is enshrined in its Logo
“Hfy 4t 5= 99", This Vedic Chant is an invocation of the Almighty
towards granting the accomplishment of all our desires and establishment
of the truth in our speech. May God bless all the fulfilment of body, mind
and spirit thereby leading us to the pinnacle of renown and glory! Imbibing
the priceless wisdom of our great heritage, MGCUB is committed towards
creating enlightened students who may prove unfailing forces of social
change and universal good.




Rbout the Univeisily

Mahatma Gandhi Central University (MGCU):
The Ever Expanding Horizons

Mahatma Gandhi Central University (MGCU) is a nascent Central
University poised to take giant leap in the world of academia. MGCU is
nestled in Motihari (literally “a necklace of pearls”), a semi-urban historical
city in Bihar. Motihari, which embodies the legacy of Buddha, Orwell and
Gandhi became the cradle-land for the genesis of MGCU in 2016.

MGCU made its humble beginning in a rented accommodation of Zila School
campus, running in two shifts to accommodate all the academic programs.
However, with the advent of Prof. Sanjeev Kumar Sharma, the Hon’ble
Vice-Chancellor of the University, it has witnessed through overhaul in
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the overall functioning of different components of the university. With

his untiring efforts and perseverance university has shifted into 3 campuses
along with are separate administrative building created for the ease of
academic and administrative operation. Simultaneously, university has also
acquired 135 acres of its allotted 302 acres of land. Under the visionary and
assertive leadership of Prof. Sanjeev Kumar Sharma, MGCU is registering the
phenomenal growth in almost all possible sectors and domains of academia.

University has fast-tracked the process of promulgation of Ordinances
defining the role and domain-of-influence of various organs of the university
thus streamlining the functional aspects of the university. From the initial
beginning of 6 Undergraduate and Postgraduate programmes to current 67
programmes that spreads over UG, PG, M.Phil., Ph.D. and Certificate courses
has imparted the university its true character. Many more departments
and centres as per the recommendations of NEP 2020 are in the pipeline.
University has state-of-art facility with latest infrastructure for ICT enabled
classrooms, well equipped laboratories, resource rich fully automated library
and sports facilities. These factors have translated into a quantum-jump in
enrolment (more than 5 times) with greater percentage of students from
across the country as well as abroad. This is expected to see a further spike
as anticipated from the number of applications received for 2020-21 intake.
University has fulfilled most of its sanctioned faculty positions (121 out of 140)
thus reducing the backlog to its minimum. Faculty members recruited from
18 States and Union territories accord it a pan-India character encompassing
the panoramic diversity in academic profile, language, and culture.

University envisages a holistic profile of student and provides a vibrant
atmosphere and platform to showcase and nurture the talent of various
sorts. University consistently organizes cultural fest like ‘Pradeshanubhuti’,
‘Ek Bharat Shreshtra Bharat’ on the line of UGC and erstwhile MHRD in
letter and spirit along with sports-fest to promote all-round development
of its student. As a result, university has excellent placement record of its
students with premier employers onboard proffering good packages despite
4 years into its existence.

Faculties are steadily and resolutely engaged in their academic pursuits
and keep on publishing articles, research papers, reviews, books and book

|
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chapters with the journal and the publishers of national and international
repute crossing over 200 marks in this year alone. Over a dozen extramural
funded projects are also running under the supervision of faculties from
various disciplines. Faculties are also engaged in two-way dissemination
of knowledge through academic discourses on veritable national and
international academic forums. University has witnessed over 500
such academic exchanges that include Vice-Chancellors, Distinguished
academicians among others in a span of a year. University is also mindful
of its obligations towards the society and conducts different community
directed outreach programmes aimed at bringing meaningful changes in the
society.

All these flurry of activities has created enough budge globally to solicit
a visit of over 3 lakhs visitors in less than a year time. University has also
made its presence felt on various social-media platforms such as Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn with around 3 lakhs followers
from across 50 countries.

University is relentlessly spreading its wings through the academic exchanges,
confidence building measures, memorandum of understandings and
collaborations with the institutes of national and international significance
such as University of Calcutta, Panjab University, Central University of
Tamil Nadu, NEHU, Central University of Gujarat, Central University of
Orissa, Mizoram University, Indian Political Science Association, Asia-
Pacific Peace Research Association to name a few. Translating these
inked engagements, university has emerged as a focal center of academic
discourses, completing a century of such programmes that includes,
seminars, conferences, workshops, invited talks of eminent academicians
and many such events of significance on the contemporary issues of national
and international importance. University has launched its biannual peer-
reviewed inter-disciplinary journal entitled ‘MGCU Journal of Social
Sciences’ with contributions from across the country and abroad. University
is also set to inaugurate its bilingual annual magazine “Gyanaagrah 2020”
featuring articles from the faculties and students.

University under the charismatic and compassionate leadership of Prof.
Sanjeev Kumar Sharma furnishes a very conducive, employee-friendly




: I 5% \ 150 Years of Celebrating The MAHATMA

YEARS OF
CELEBRATING
THE MAHATMA

and work-friendly environment to bring out the best of its students and
employees. University administration seamlessly works for the welfare of
its employees and following the established norms of University Grants
Commission (UGC), has promoted its faculties under Career Advancement
Scheme (CAS) as early as the eligibility is completed. Students are groomed
and nurtured under the able mentorship and tutelage of its faculties.
University has well-defined mechanisms in place to address the grievances in
the most professional, non-discriminatory and amicable manner absolutely
bereft of any perceived or inherent bias. No wonder, these factors combined
together create an environment that is highly motivating and energizing to
bring the best out of the MGCU fraternity. This has resulted in the university
standing taller in the ranking of Central universities released by erstwhile
MHRD leaving behind many established universities and giving a nail-biting
finish to many reputed central universities announcing its arrival big-time.

The pandemic of COVID-19 has impacted the whole humanity spread
across the globe with unparalled ferocity. However, the never-say-dying
approach of our leader complemented with slew of affirmative actions has
ensured that university will emerge victorious and triumphant by turning
the “Adversity into a God-send Opportunity”. University has created a
new milestone through its online class initiative under the umbrella of
‘e-Vimarsh’ including over one thousand power-point presentations by
the faculties and nearing hundreds of around 85 video lectures. University
being the benevolent benefactor has also ensured the mental well being of
students in the time of unprecedented crisis by constituting a dedicated
and devoted team to address to the concerns of the student community
also providing toll-free number for counseling. For teaching staffs and
other staffs, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor himself has penned down letters to
reach out to each and everyone of the university while himself remaining
at ground-zero throughout the duration to lead from the front. University
has successfully discharged its duties like running classes, conducting
examinations, organizing academic and administrative meetings and other
academic discourses unabated during the toughest of the testing time and
has not let anything to let hinder its onward march.

University has shown its leadership quality all due to the futuristic vision of
the incumbent at the helm of affairs vis-a-vis New Education Policy (NEP)
2020. Since its implementation, university is tirelessly working towards
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disseminating different aspects of the policy across India through numerous
webinars, panel discussions, invited lectures, organizing workshops
including the Orientation of its faculties, standing out amongst the comity
of other institutions, which are the equal stakeholders, thus providing
leadership role. University is on the crux of releasing an e-Book entitled
“Conspectus”, a compendium of NEP 2020 related activities MGCU has
accomplished alongside the articles from the faculties on the various aspects
of the NEP 2020. After spreading the word about the policy university is
now working 24x7 with the last reserves of its physical endurance to chalk
out its implementation strategies.

Mahatma Gandhi Central University indefatigably works with a vision for the
overall welfare and well being of its students and employees. MGCU under
the divine and inspirational leadership has created umpteen milestones and
is poised to create many more in the time to come to deliver on its mandate
to contribute towards the development of an equal and equitable society
having opportunities for all, positioning MGCU at the hallowed echelons of
the Ivy League institutions.
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Prof. Asheesh Srivastava @mahatiasheesh - Aug 7 ~
Historic Moment. Fingers Crossed for its Implementation in letter & Spint.

Hoping for the best. Congratulations & Best Wishes to each one involved in
the process. @ MGCUBIhar started brainstorming well in advance, thanks to
@GSIPSA . @DrRPNishank @rashtrapatibhvn @PMOIndia

£ UGC INDIA & @ugc_india - Aug 7

Hon'ble PM @narendramodi delivered inaugural address at the
‘Conclave on Transformational Reforms in Higher Education under
Mational Education Policy, 2020° highlighting holistic, multidisciplinary
and futuristic aspects of National Education Policy, 2020.
#MEPTransforminglndia

Show this thread
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fesdl @rell 7 | 3y 9y d e & gRT f[derd & oy Td1=a9 da-iie wR
JMTRT N BT TaRIDBAT Bl FHSK gU Al ARBR 1 2016 ¥ 1 s 10erm Ay
A B JAIRAT P& AR AT ofl 3R 596 foy SLuaaiR. gaeavam Al &1 o7
A1 garr on, S8l ®18, 2019 # e A &1 =T 79IET (STUT) dg AR B
A IGT | A TRER B 98 FIUC YAE Tl T | 9@ 91 WAR 1 IRS
Reffdg 3R gAY, & Yd THTR B. SRR B JeAdT § T Al e
ARRT @7 oA fBaT| &, FERRRIT @ Al ve 95 R i 1 -
AR BT, [ AdSie AR dg IRBR  AF AR ¥ A1 gema AR | R R
THRIGT AT & ARG GSId R < A 91 gY | 91 Grai & [ATelyor & IR I
BT ST SMMUTRT AP g9 & foru =5 316 Y 2020 &7 $19e TR fHar T
21 39 IR 718 e N &1 AL R & oy dg 7 99 2030 TF BT A& @ TAT
2| 9o Rren dfdums # e =@ & v g, e 759 iR 38 WRaR Sl
BT ATBR BIAT B, TATY AT ARBHN U T AR A1 I T 78] © | STef del
cHRIg arell Ry BIeil 8, |1 Uall &1 3| Fedfd | 39 gorsi b1 geid a1
T |

JTST < & W 3T FHRATG § ST FAIYEl T I FHAT HRAT
S S BT ARAAT & oIy IR 59 AR & oY AT 3mawasds & | 75 e
AT BT e IR & Fhall AR Iz Rear yomell § 39 TRE & GIR &1 2 b
39 g # MRT S BT GURUTIR' HEAY | TS e T & qEd et dwe
qdh & qdi DI UGS SHB! ARG AT IT &g 9787 H 2l 9 iersil & "8
fawal @ Sea Rien & for U Uad e &1 uraume g, | 8 fasafdererat
% qiRae & oy U A uder il 91 91wl TS 2 | ag e i a5
I @ Y A RIeH BT 3R O & Sievd TR 96 <ol 2 | I At &
IToU FRTeT FaRelT DI FARYT B & ot 3HH M-l Rad Bl ST
2| A AT B 10+2 (AT T dd, R IREN HeT Ih) B I H IGed
PR U 5+3+3+4 RICH ST AT 8 | 5+3+3+4 D UIReU H Ugell Uid gy geel W
T AR BT 1 MR 2 § U, 3% Heax Ui 9§ R &1 S | 59 9S8 ay
A 11 T8 BT I H AT BT AT FeTSN Be—3, 4 AR 5 BT UGS BFA | 3HH gl
DI ITD] AT 3 YT UR HeAT &l TS 2, T8 ] i Forgd s | foasy
IS 99 & v gzl T Aolgd MR 1ol T | 399 dedi & A+ § I
2l | 39 91g 11 W 14 99 &) S F Pefl 6, 7 3R 8 BT UeTs Nl | 39D 19 14
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I 18 99 B SU H BT odi I 1241 TP BT UGS B THI | I8 9df W 12} db B
UgTs dre enRd B8R, oifdhd 39 =18 Renm Ny # 980 W-a 99711 T 2 | 39S
foTT 4TS UXien BT 7 9T H dies BT YRad &, e d'd a¥ # 37 2wl # 9re
B TR o ST bl & | 399 dedi UR GRIET BT §1sT B 8N 3R 98 YT AR
DI IO WA iR 3ffded TR SR < | ST BT F1Ad & a18 Ad ST 1]
2, 78 R 9 a9 &) SUTfey of Hebar B |

TET ST T 3R MY BT $TBT W Aol BF AT 99 BT HIF BN | 39D
1T B 31d Th <iI< 99 BT B aTell HIID 37d AR dY BT BT ST | FHTdd R
Y UES 99 # B Bled R Affhde e, R av & 918 vsdra afcfhac
ferTT iR ORI a9 @ a1 &), oiR IR a9 91¢ @) St oy e &9 & 1T
fArerfl | S aRE A WRATS WR W A9 aRE B [Jded B | uger 2 & v
HT ARCH, S forg Rreie O 9 &1 fooft & far 7| <aw fdden aR ay
% Fae S B &R a1l & v vhadf Aared W &R ORRT fade
BT 5 99 &l sfevcs WU ROaH e iR RIS G4l U 1T 1 81 81 |
9 N—waS). & forw aR a¥fy e 3 oy & e o B rfaridr @ |
e Bl 98 Rerm N & 9 HA &7 wae™ WY g1 sg.eme.al (IT) 3R e
(%) @ TRIel & IR H 5 R AT 3§ &fex Ugue ™ # srafel & fofg erda
SR Toidl | IR SR Bl 910 Bl T8 2 | AT B ST WR W, I 'R
TR 3R T TR R SNare met o= & gR F O Sl TIAT & | JATS.37S,
S H 999 & U 39 IRl Bl MR &9 &R B Bl SRIfl & & a91d &l
TS 2| Ul TRE ¥ ASHd PN 3 MMl I&olld BT d1d Bl TS © | BIs 491 7
IR dadt va favg f9 @ ugrs & forg omT | 78 9918 SwEY | 2030
T {1 JTafFET § el e & 1 Ugls Udh H1ef dTs gl | HiSdha @l
UeTs & foTv 3Tl Ufths e Uiferil o &) a1 =T f3rem <ifa o &) 7 2| foft
TAT RPN S e vt & forg 9= | 99w 1y 21 RBrn & sfiter
AT & RN Pl ARG R @UP g1 8T SH 6 A 14 99 & W WR A4
39 18 9Y T AT B, TS W@ AT HeH = | 390G fdl 39 i H 3reff
Tgeegs UIfoRT 36! & foId 3idld 3fd 3 ¥ 5 a9 Td & dedl bl Al ARBN
T@Te e wat | afte TG, <eiF iR ureH W 919 WuRT 9 s fawa
BT HE<d o DI parge W) 75 e ANy § 1 =N g | e aifde ik dsnfe
MR S & 918 STal UTARTd 8T, d8f 39 UTSahd # AftAferd fham SIgT |
g fRrem fa fenfal @ ool WuwT, WRBfd iR FM @ SR W TAed
RICIS 991 §U S MRCATT @ STel 9 9IS a+ W Ra 7 | 73 e ify
HElifds T & ARI—A JIeR Wb o1 W 9 <dl = | o geai & 39
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A AT S G1ET BT Todl BRI §U BT A Sfa & forg IR e o b | 78
fRrer Ny # wer T ' {6 ReR ST e W 1fte | 1fdd w|d A, arfd
JoreITYol fR7e BT FeTar fear S | | 396 folg ARPR 7 SISl &1 6 Hfawra
fRrem R e wxT B 91 BT s rew AT F e fhur T 21 s9d srerman
BT BT RO IR SS9 W D (1) W B A 91d T3 rem Ay 7 21 S
fRreT ¥ YpferR¥ & forg =75 e iy # e 81 39@ ol A9el ThieR3M
Gidel @ SRR Bl 3R (&b UMD g4 P 91d 2 | Tsde Gy, S S e
<1 @I 25 TR | TR 100 U 6 ThI@RRMT MU+ 50 Uferd BTl &f
ST BT — QT a5 e S # fovar war 2 1 anft 9o zan R wyaxen
H T AT § WR S diad @, Sdfe T3 e AT # S A ) 9d
foar S <81 ® | T8 e Y § ol & arg—arer 9v fR¥ee AR R ) 9 9K
foam S <er 2 | et @ 2T o ot wiew far ar 7 | S e 7 guRard
IRAdT" B T AT H TLHAT F 370 e b SR Bel, Sid Tial -/
SIG, fH=aT @1, Sl BI, ASTGRl B B B e, T a1 396 IR § 1=
qIeT, Sve THST 91U, S9d STH BT TR HRAT ARG UTeH | 3fery s e
M B3 e iR R 8if R W 980 &1 fHar 7 8 | IRHR 7 g9
|1 & Whell fR7er # 2030 T AMIDB AU AT ITH SARIGHE YRR (SS3TR)
Bl 100 UfeTd 3R Sod fRrer # 30 50 U Th B BT e QT & | 75 el
BI I UTSIHA BT A1 e AT ST | 58 HelId UToIsh (PI—HRGerR) AT
IR UTSAHH (TRGI—DHRBAR) DI 207 H TET T ST | $HA ARING {Ref
RIS SRISHTRT &1 W Hell Ud ¥ 373 ddb & el H SAdl FIRh &7 I
GorT | e R @1 3ftd ddled o & oy 78 R Aifa § fafgeres
IS AT (UGC), 3ifel i1 wreRiel BR € U@ (AICTE) 3R et
BIIRTA BR SR T (NCTE) Sl Aerail &l fhdl vep aRem & il
AT TG SR 97 R @ forg R ge Weiedt a1St grl | gTelifes seH o
ASHe 3R Af R1eror WRAMT DI Ge AT ST | $H0d 7@l 2 Bl gerdT o
P 7T A9l RET BIESYH & o &) W) 91d bel T 8 | I=a e § vhwudr
BT geTdT <1 ® oIy Do, Iy 3R s fasafdernerai &1 Ud & Ad & IR
UR ST ST IR QR Q9 H U TR URIeTT STlfoTd -l bl 41 a1 =15 it 4
2 | Sa e WA BT TS S BT B 8RR USIbI TISH BRI BT | 59D
ST S ARATAT & STT—3TeT IR & oy 7RI, S 3IR TM8S els A TaR
B B e el | ug s feen § Sern A bed | ard: Rrem € v Wi
v1fkh & S ATIRT®, 3nfere romfad IRad= dThR IS &I IRGSdT eI TRFdT
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B1 & TR Tl © | TS BROT 2 & O e w99 9 < 9 g e gomedt
DI AN B DI 91 Pel ol W&l AT IH JITTHAT AT B AR H ST DI Fel
AT A R A ey e B

et Tor g —

1. IIRFREN, 371 Fid. (2017). #ablal Vafthae IR WRd. arol gdbeM, 75 e,

2. g1, S (2014). TRATT A& BT WU, 9ATT UBIe, T3 e,

3. TRy e N 2020, AT FERA BRI HARR, 9RT WRGR, T8 faeetl.
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@1 UG § 9% MaTaT e ol

Haon'ble PM Shri Narendra Modi @PMOIndia #NEPTransformingkducation
@GSIPSA
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Mahatma Gandhi Central University £ @MGCUBhar - Aug 7 4
"Critical & innovative thinking cannot be cultivated in youth until there is

passion, philosophy and purpose in our education system.This is the major
goal of #NEP2020 -Hon'ble PM Shri Narendra Modi

@PMOIndia @DrRPMishank @GSIPSA @HRDMinistry @ugc_india
#MNEPTransformingEducation
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—J T STTRA S7iegaRelt 3R ddhAId] QeTdT dTel 2171 Hal & HRA @ STRHAT
S-Eﬁ?wzﬁﬁwgrﬁaﬂﬁa%mwﬁ@wﬁﬁﬁ%maiwﬁ
[RGB DT | 39 e # IRA BF 8 e ifey 2020 Ag@yef wew Aifdd g9
ST <@ B | et Adrg emareht @ e o1 wirg a2 | R & armm | us
FETIRAT U IR A BT A SR I BT A, Adferd iR \rvoi
faera gffad fear srar € | g wfda, aarst &Rk I @ W & dares
BT B, Siafes rffera o sref—fufara eafda e e # areres | wRa @)y
S URERT 3R ATEH ORI Rreqr yomedl (Y=l d ureil) & 9 & |re
g e S 2020 ARa® Ued R MRA B Ao SURART TSl & H AHd
[IeT BR1T | Ub FHY o, 59 IRAdy &I FAT e gormell &1 a1 g¥ faeg |
FOIdT AT | 9RT | ST 8 §3—9% A AT T R I | IR H qerfmer, g
Areiar 3R fasmafdrer, WRTg # goondt T féroT # wiTeRwTe U W ) €
9 TR B S o 3iR fafi=1 fawai o= 78+ arga=am 8l 3= 2|

oIl & fgaR aul qrg T g9 Yefire wu o SiufaRie R ugfa &
T & 9 g € | MR ARTss &7 fasufaefiasor faar S adHm wwa @
JMITTHAT & 3R 3 e A 2020 39 FHR B g1 T F FHTfed Bl 2 |
AR o Rt gefa Wiel—gRy iR Rerg—ugiky @1 f[AaRid T8 ol afed
YSHS 3R Yed faem BT Uicdred <l 8 | SHdT daad Bl MasIdhal &, Rorad
Hifetds fRia 3R <fie | gcax |ram &l yght fasfid 81 9@, Jifds sri—aror
ST BT ST I B FHA—FoiT AR TR A F9G € | SHDT Hel 7 dbel
TE HROT IET © 5 MU IRIUNT & 8 e AT AR FeAl DI BIS,
eI 91U © STl § BAd dol T | R AT 99 ARAMHR 3R 1]
ART &1 97 81 Y&l &, I9 BTl & § ORI BT T8 =g 37e1 Hfd 2020 = g et
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JOTell H g IR R G 9Rd Bl fIeq % 99 & T &1 [t g1 f&an
gl

YRR S URART DI G @ gd s fRuelm i 2020 & gRT =Ry
T 54+ 3 + 3 + 4 DI YOIl AFIRI 3R eRTTAR TR IR IS THIYN B
AHRIAD AT BT ufdures Bl 8, S Afdd iR FHIST & 1T 81 I8 f=Hior
#F ff erw Rig 8rft | 9 Rrem Ay F Argem & - s et @t
o4 fqenfefal & s & &fs vd Seafer e #§ were 21 39 fFrn iy @
ARTA | TH-ID] S b AT BT YA fhar a1 8, S ddb-dl w9 A
e Yd AATGR AATST BT AT B 31U ATNTR®T Br S SMeniRa srefagawern
H ANTET <1 AT G | 3MTST YUl fawd AR URERT F HBiT BT STFART
PR IRA &I A e @IMUd R R8T 2| I AR Agde s896 T
JETEROT & | A5 FR7e Y 2020 # §9 YRR HeAi Bl GAoiad b, [abR o
UG S8 TR AT el &l RIS haH STl T § |

IR AHIfoTd uRged # 5 e i 2020 &1 ugmdor faedr e wif
A HH eI B, qifd 73 e N <o # e iR S e § gRadar) ge
TRI & ATRI—TT ISHTRURSG TG ATGHHGAT IR SMETRT awell 8 | 39 7ifd &l
vq AR & R wiftq & A B yeRd dRar 2 | 9 e T 2020 BT de
WRd BT AP S e B wu H wnfid o)Ay & 1 A% fen Ay @ Aweay
A GAA ARPR T & Fhfodd Blbx WRIY URFRT DI Gl BHR AR HRd
BT AF—89 T BT TART AT € | 39 I Rieqw T 2020 & gR1 RNeaw a1
T VAT AeHY IR fBar &, raH wRARIar &1 4e uRafed 89 & |r—ar
AR 3R I FATS B ARAT ATBR & D |

| I & g H Fgad g 7 2030 T 59 17 eI BT UG DR BT
I 3@ B, 39 Toraargol R ot e 2| 7 Rien Ny dgad I d9 @
9 93T B 4 H TP ArE a9 B ford off arfardy ¥ | 7 e Ay qer
Y I Y & §9 A& BT Y8 AT 2 [ 377 fdeg S 21 a1 e
WER &, olfdh IS Afdd S ST BT o™ Tl SoT Abhdl &, Sfd I8 F41 TRl
R g Bl AR Thell H 9l <= ¥ gig 8 | IE e 9d e 201718 &
JITAR IRA # il |1 e WIT 3.22 FRIg Ied Tholl 1 ¥ dferd € | s e
T 2020 & ATAR J—SRAGTHS 2016—17 B MBS B JTAR, UAADH TR W)
ST 19.6 UIIRIT BT SRIId Sifd & &, Sdfh SR Hediied Wik I8 yfawrd
PH BIBR 17.3 UG 81 ST 2 | AMieAl 4 1 A FR1Ee srgferd St &
BTl (10.6 Uferd ¥ 6.8 Ufaerd) iR feaam i g=ai (1.1 ufrera & 0.25 ufere) &
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1T arcad TR fawg 2 | o8 O gd AN F A2l BrEl & AMieAl § R
31ferep RRTae 31 © dr dfeer BEl @ Swadx Rrn & AMiey § fiRge ar ik

Y 37fdd 21|

TorATIR e € A e @ givare 71 <2 e & gy & 38 o
e X@Terrl 3R MAMHR 8T IHhdl § a2 Siiad WX DI S~d HY FhdTl o |
gafery = e T 2020 & AETH | 2030 TP AS(HBAl 3R TSHI & 49 BT
fIwHar @ 1 dRE WA B AT WA b G Jaabi DI R1er vd Araariie
AiRIETT YT SR T e @1 AT 8 | MR | sl &1 Faifdes Sl § aei
2022 A6 YR fa3q &1 Fad AT g BT, oifth WRA # 3T Y 27 ufcrerd
ST fReR B | o1l % IRA STl &1 ot 3.8 Ufcrera &1 fuen w =
BHRAT T JET 8, <fpd 93 e Ny # s901 <leg 6 uferd a6 @1 a1 2 | 39
TJHR MR T daerc! gdl ArToTd, e Rfa ok wgaa g |9 g1 FaiRa
P T A< fadra |aell dey & A1 ARa= WIMUd $HRa g s 116l AT 2020
& Jeg FiRT a1 | A5 e i 2020 &1 Fed wRa H Joregel e
SUCTE BRI, ASIHD AR TAMARI IR TR 2e ARl DI AR PR B
e &1 AR R YuImell J1UHT B MR Bl S URFRT &f ddied Ifdd g
# 2| 2 e AT 2020 emafie Renr w® 991 <7 g, SW I UISTHH BT A
e g9t &, Ry R ugv oxa awy faenfil o arere e & orawR
U B | 39 T B SR et H e Ig wvd g9 | v 99y HuiRa
g, forad e oy SR R Suyder argante favivs O qrell, des,
FHATBR, HFER e & AID ¥ 3P Id DI BT | A U PR D |
fRreToT <RIl BT ATRIRT ARI3M B Ao F T AT | /T feror R o
T Ve DY TS ® T I 310 Yoo Awalt ifoat § urefRfar wiv | 9 e ifa
BT FARN T & ford Apvems! | qad we H1 1 v A w7 | Rieror
eI BT 31y @ <1 73 2 | Rt Aved & gwn, o Ruenfag s
BT, TR1eToT HRITRll ATl < BT UTaelT X7 AT & | S99 f1eTor ARenmaif &1 IR
RTSTHITCThROT BT |

HYF I WG § G| [ADHTH BT AT Aedhi IR ASfhal & arer Yoz &l §
RE dTel ATl T 1 FHM WU 4 RIeT & faeR SucTel BRI 8 | 39D
ford 7ol ¥R R a9y wu & |ariford, snfdfe wu 9 o el & fa9y axkrar
AT BT UTIETE AT 7T 8 | sAfery A Rem Fifd 2020 F versiy arrer # fRrerm
S AT LTI UISTshH BT Wwy FHT e, fRieror SRl # qorgmyof fRefor &
oy arararvr fHa &=, faeai, At srggfaa fa gd S, fUsst s,
AR A, gIAoie” Tl M ®U I HHGIR il 3MfG BT f[dhr H,
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RISET 2N GRATH BY WITIHAT & RT3 Ud AR W) d foar 731 8 | =g e
N <o & FmEIfID, anfefe < ®I TeadT I yuIfad &xal @ 3R < &I favg #
U HETAT 99T BT MR oY Iemfid a=all 2 |

39 JHR s e N & rcAfiRard iR AT Ty &l Follhy AR
qRART 1 SITHATT bR Bl Yo B fbar 7 2 | 39 - 3 9ias1 & b U4
YRA DI B Bl g TN &, ST AR, wraerd] qorr afqd & Hifd &
TS BT HBT Bl e B ADT | I8 I 0 & [ ATIH—ATHITD HRY
T @1 g9T8 ¥ I Sfd ud Sy, fUree o, Afzer, sreuvdws iR faaii
&1 uforerd wrerfie Rien 3 waen Swa e a6 ugad—ugad &9 81 oral § | a9
g GARET BRAT awID 2 fh FAS & 8% dqa, B Afdd DI $ 5 & I
BT ¥ A 9% | 330 gfte 9 =8 Rienm N 2020 & @vs 6 F e, afgers,
Mfearyl WM, eqdw@id, fUeel o iR gidvier fdenfdal & wArer—am
afdfer U 9§ HHGR URART & F=ai & oy 0 el UdR @l gl 3ik
BEGREAl & UaEl IR aeIsll &1 Seord [R@d &1 59 ifd & FHreh
AT 2 |

I8 I IS TAT FHY B & A1 &1 e 8 IR erdiell 1 (78
Rrem T fHad I 3 99T Brere e 1fed eae dfvad Bl § | 39T
IE @wd A § e 3nfefe fawwar o A @) qEraeh A & fAmir
& for Aeaqet wen fag BrT | 39 A &1 Aeagul usel I8 € f& I8 IR
HeAl BT TGS PR Ied A1 & A1 U YUITell BHR R I @ 2, s
AEIH ¥ BH S70 RAEel a9 IS g SMYfTd Jar durR &= URiT | 39
UbhR AR YR Td TN, FHATIRG FATST b AU BT IThR 6 § I8
R 8 Uh IhRIAD HaA Alfad 81T |

| A
1. IRA WRBR (2020) 75 e N, A1 TR Qe #3rer, 73 faeen
2. 37 SR, (08 RATHR, 2020) SMHMR 4RT 1 gare: I e ifd, fade £ hitps://

hindivivek.org/21574

3. Shantesh Kumar Singh (04August, 2020), SDGs and India’s New National Education
Policy 2020, Delhi Post
https://delhipostnews.com/sdgs-and-indias-new-national-education-policy-
2020/#:~:text=In%20India%2C%20after%20three%20decades,introduced%20by %20
the%20cuUkent%20government.&text=The%20NEP%202020%20is%20also,the%20
base%2001%?20sustainable%20development.

4. ¥ard RiE, (08 R, 2020) e wga=enm & R € Ay Rere ik Aifas o,
JTpTaAaa4=e https:/bit.ly/3i4L2FM
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g PIEA A A H I~ B arell fAf= wwnsil &1 wgfd awmem
HRAT T | o FRAA0T R WY & AT I TARRI BT T DA b Dy b W
H 3T 8 o | 39D WY, 9@ AR UBRME & gRT JJGe [FTBET BT TR
3IIR 37U H&fed &3 ¥ oy eNGDhAIal B A1 7Y ST Pl ATST bRl Bl e T |

ISR RUIE (2019) & AR IY 2017 H T 34400 fIenfiai o droasy
3aTS B 9 9 d¥ H AMIGA B dlel IAT B wwAT 107890 off | R
UTIAS a9 H MRA & SATeIaR fawafderneral § g9 arel wer /e f& ura
P B foIT 81 @ 2| SHP! auig W THSIIAR 31erdT ge%e] AN gy
TET 317 T Ie | AIdD! g AT [ d 91T oI f4wdl # g1 arell Sarera)
dgere! T A TRE 3 TEIST & (B B 81 37 U1 /8 © | faeafderney does
@1 & <1 a1l A Ud |IT 999R 8 Y © | Q¥ A fJeafdeneal e e
I &3 D MMALIBAT Bl S g G-I B 2 gU o | TR S 2 A FAS DI
DI W TEHRT BT GHEN bl UrIT 81 U SETERY 98 bH Aerd & | Brelifd
§B fawafdermerl =1 TV &3, AT WE, ST Sl 3fe & folg /a1 &4
forar 1Rg SRR favafdenery Vi Suafer & ) € W | 39 QY dHad BTl
T T8l 81 31fug ReTd T s BT 311a 1 TET © | MR 8H IRV & AR R Dol
foreafqenerl @1 9/ & a1 va wremeil I J8f 28000 UiT ATE &I BIAgRT Ae
2, IR T8 SIIRUG el & | I8 T 8000 SHD ATl & AMILIHAISI Bl T HRe
# 1 F1ebet ST € | Uep [uraiigol 9irel & forg afe gep eimenefi ot grfior sieell &
ST 81 AT T8 &3 ¥ Shx FARIT S 81 AT S 371 oid A U1 i AT
gedr ¥ | frgat gore | wenedt 39 fawat &1 gara wed § R 3% 9gd sarar
R R TP AT S IS [ 59 HROT Gl FHd U= AR el H geiads o™l

T 2, 9 Wi e i Sod JUra arel el @Y SN |
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faeafqemerat & 2 IIATEaRYT 9 dhAID! BT 9Ta ReTdh] B AT AT BT
BH BT O YT & | I a8 H {939 Wk Svel U 91 U301 BT JhTee 6
2 & O AU AfvedeR & AT & el 7T etids! T IR foar 1 81 uig
IR TR Refd 99 a9 ) gl =8 81 a2 | fagr 99 Roe

Ioat & favafaenerar # SMURd WREHT 9 ST Wi YRAGTd BT W 3
AT BT 3R W TR 947 <1 2 |

TSt QT Redr AT 1 sraegedl e $1 ol Xe! ol S SURIKh AHRITSA]
& A & A fAwg # IRA BT IS Hared ©IF o™ § G8™d 8| 3
et g U Riférd gareti o1 € o aRa & |Ar—drer GHRIR B TEAHS
T AP TIDI I B BRI P & 81 | s e Ny 2020 H Rreqr wyaxer 4
e URade @ AT WY BRIHH H YJ9 & Jd BIA—BTABI Bl JIR ST,
HY B SUSETAT g Rierept Agfe # aRad™ S fawal o= Y SR feam a7 2 |

oA et eRerm H fAf=T ueTh Rl BT g W H M R8T AT DI AT 6
HEN B BI—ad AT W—UgaS] B & gRT TR BT Joresiyol 2y & oy
IR BT i 2 | A8 Rrem Nfe § g sgawen &) 78 2 fb vfasy § ony & sroAr
BRI T 16l BE FAP TR A &1 Y B IR_b I8 Fhd & | 4 94 Fad
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Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy: Learning-Poverty

............................................. — Pranveer Singh

“The phenomenon of being unable to read and understand a
simple text by the age of 10 is “learning-poverty”.

—World Bank

“A large proportion of students currently in elementary schools,
estimated to be over five crore, have not attained foundational
literacy and numeracy, i.e. the ability to read and comprehend
basic text and the ability to carry out basic addition and
subtraction with numerals.”

—National Education Policy 2020

Background

he ‘Right to Education’ enshrined in our constitution is fundamental for

I achieving the ‘holy-grail’ of developing human potential, an equitable

and just society, and promoting national development. Universal access

to quality education is the key to attain hallowed echelons in terms of global-

leadership through the vehicle of economic-growth, social-justice (equity and

equality), scientific and technological development, national unity and integration

amidst seamless diversity, and conservation and propagation of our cultural

practices and tradition. This is the only way forward to tap and harness the
unlimited potential, talent, and resources of our country.

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: A Harbinger of Hope

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has heralded a new beginning for Indian
education system slated to instil slew of well-intended and focussed reforms.
It pragmatically stresses on the greater need to develop ‘foundational capacity’
for literacy and numeracy and also ‘cognitive capacities’ to ensure a holistic
development of an individual. For over 185 years since the Macaulay scheme



National Education Policy-2020 — CONSPECTUS /

of education has unmasked itself directed at creating educated clerks subservient
to the interest of British rule, India has come a long way in designing the policy
framework that transforms our children to grow up into free thinking, confident
and innovative Indians. Earlier to NEP 2020, there was a tragic gap between our
aspirations and the ground reality despite many educational reforms and policies
launched to mitigate the perils that has plagued the Indian education system. NEP
2020 is suitably equipped with the vision and the broad institutional framework
to free Indian Education system from the clutches of colonial hangover. The NEP
has initiated a targeted discourse for charting a pathway that fosters the spirit
of intellectual freedom in Indian education system; and furthering a paradigm
that will empower Indian education to reinvigorate, rejuvenate and strengthen her
academic position among the comity of nations.

NEP 2020 categorically shifts the focus from inputs to outcomes; and lays
emphasis on the critical thinking, conceptual and creative skills. However, the
best amongst all is the intent to spearhead a mission aimed at achieving the basic
language and math skills by Class 3 for all children by 2025. It has rightfully
focused at the fault-lines of our education system and laid bare the uncomfortable
truths.

Maladies Afflicting The Foundational Learning:
A Bane for Primary Education In India

Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) consistently echoes the below par
performance of our students where less than fifty percent of the students in
Class V can read a paragraph or do an arithmetic sum from a Class II text. This
might be the reason as to why Indian students ranked 73rd out of 74 nations
(above Kyrgyzstan only) participating in ‘Programme for International student
assessment (PISA)’ test leading to banning the test for Indian students by the then
UPA government due to major embarrassment. Similar sentiments are echoed by
National Achievement Survey (NAS), where students across 12 States performed
significantly below the national average in mathematical ability. This is further
aggravated by the inability of less than ten percent of teachers to pass the Teacher
Eligibility Tests (TET). In the backdrop of this, it becomes paramount to critically
analyze the reasons for the abysmal failure of our teacher and taught (pillar of
Indian education system) despite the innumerable measures, policy frameworks
and regulations. Some of these can be mentioned here as —

* The foremost being the absenteeism of teachers (one out of four teachers
is absent in state schools across India). Amongst those present, half
of them are not teaching. This is despite the quantum jump in their
salaries, and other perks and emoluments plus the job security without
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an iota of accountability. This has double whammy on the psyche of
the impressionable minds of young students further deviating them
from the pursuit of education and also making them unruly, disorderly,

undisciplined and recalcitrant student.

* Gross inability of the teachers to qualify the requisite eligibility test for
the teachers. Even those who qualify, the majority of them do so by using
unfair means and nepotism thus transmitting and propagating the same
culture and practices to their gullible students.

* The motley of such corrupt and incompetent teachers hijack the system
through nefarious means thus dissuading and demotivating the ones,
competent to discharge their potential.

e Low-enrolment coupled with high dropout rates due to abject poverty
is stymieing the development of primary fundamental and foundational
education.

* Incompetent, disinterested and demotivated teachers lead to mass-exodus
from the government schools towards private schools. This is despite the
numerous welfare schemes from the government to retain the students.
As per the data given by government’s District Information System for
Education (DISE), the quantum of enrolment in government schools fell
by 1.1 crores and jumped to 1.6 crores in private schools between the
span of 4 years (2011 and 2015).

* The increased movement of students to private schools have led to the
mushrooming of substandard private schools as a bustling entrepreneurial
start-ups, taking primary education further to the downward spiral, i.e.
‘Ghost-schools’ as Nobel Laureate Prof. Amaryta Sen has put it.

» Consistent failing of government schools despite the 50 years of reforms.

* Excessive government regulations and license-permit for private-schools
while government-run-schools given the long rope of beneficiary. Indian
education system needs to come out of the bubble and face the fact
upfront that in advanced developed countries, education is not provided
by the states. United Kingdom (UK), United States of America (USA) and
even socialist Scandinavian countries have encouraged private players in
education through a privately run or publicly funded model.

* The 1991 reforms have given freedom to industry leaving schools, which
are still groaning under the burden of licence raj.

* All these factor exerts a ‘domino’s effect’ on the quality and level of
students that moves for higher education through passing the system by
means of manipulation and manoeuvring.

91
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Mitigation and Resolutions

Irrespective of the gloomy picture we have reason to be hopeful. Our future is
extremely bright because our biggest strength is our people. No problem in India
is unsolvable. Government and other stakeholders are already doling out policy
measures, reforms to tide over the crisis. Someof these could be summarized as
below-

o From ‘Serva shiksha’ to ‘Samagra shiksha’ universalization of Early
Childhood Care Education (ECCE) and the extension of the Right to
Education (RTE) Act to cover all children from ages 3-18 years, thus
aligning with Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG4)- “Ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long learning
for all” as envisaged in NEP 2020.

* National Initiative for Proficiency in reading with Understanding and
Numeracy (NIPUN) initiative as envisaged under Atmanirbhar Bharat
programme to achieve the foundational literacy and numeracy by all
students of Grade 3 by 2025.

* Regular Performance-review’with strictest penalty on account of non-
performance.

* Making ‘Biometrics attendance system’ mandatory and provisions for
monitoring the activity of teachers.

* Filling the backlog of teacher’s vacancies through free, fair and impartial
recruitment process.

* Increased digitalization of primary education with inputs from better
performing private schools and inculcating global trends. Enhanced use
of interacting apps like ‘Hello English’ and ‘Google Bolo’ to enhance the
competencies of global languages.

* Student-friendly mechanism to consistently monitor the learning progress
and outcomes of student.

* A full-proof mechanism of quality control for opening of new schools.

* Bringing physical infrastructure and human resources of state run schools
at par with the private schools.

e Integrating the ‘Anganwadis’ into the elementary school system for the
effortless transition of children to formal schooling as envisaged in NEP
2020.

* Ensuring children’s education in their native language till Class 5 as
envisaged in NEP 2020.

* Ensuring better nutrition and health of children via free nutritious meals
and regular health check-ups.
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* Need to do away with excessive licensing and regulatory permits.
Government cannot be policymaker, licensor and regulator rolled into

one.

* In the time of global economy, it is the time to shed the ‘policy related
hypocrisy’ that forbids schools from making profits. Nine out of ten top
economies are allowing for profit-schools then why India cannot be on
the same bandwagon?

e Cultural-reforms aimed at liberating the rigid mindset regarding the
female child education.

* Gender-inclusion fund, a much-needed instrument to advance gender
equity.

* Modernizing the course-curriculum of Madarsa’s bringing them at par
with the mainstream education.

Future Perspective

India needs to brace up to the challenges of bridging the democracy with
meritocracy to ensure that only deserving finds the place and position at all
levels. India needs to learn from the Chinese model as to how it has delivered
‘prosperity with equity’. There is need to have a ‘war-cry’ to come up with an all-
inclusive, integrated, and multi-sectoral approach for primary education fostering
‘foundational literacy’ and ‘numeracy’ of utmost national importance. We as
national and society need to resolve in ensuring quality primary education as the
fundamental and sovereign right of every child, letting no child to be deprived
of this right. Let’s complement and augment our combined resolve and effort
channelized in trouncing and routing the ‘learning poverty’ to usher into an era
of absolute and quintessential literacy.
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English Departments and
The National Education Policy

B T S A A R AR — Umesh Patra

Introduction

et me begin with the story of the first colonial expedition to India in the
Lﬁfteenth century led by the famed Portuguese sailor Vasco da Gama. The

novel For Pepper and Christ by Keki N. Daruwalla depicts this excursion
as a joint venture of mercantile and evangelical enterprises. One could see a
trader (searching for pepper) and a priest (a messenger of Christ) on board the
first European ship anchored on the Indian shore of Calicut. What one does not
see is a translator. That’s because both the trader and the priest were in fact adept
translators. After the discovery of the naval route, merchants and evangelists
flocked to India from various European shores and paved the path for a small
island of the Great Britain to stake its claim for the long haul. The colonisers,
from far off countries, could effectively tame a robust subcontinent through
manipulative albeit persuasive doses of threats and sermons. These threats and
sermons were administered in the languages the natives could understand. It
is through the power of translation that the colonisers were able to forge ties
with independent princes, and hatch intricate conspiracies to annex the Indian
territories to the British kingdom. Edward Said, in his book Orientalism,
demonstrations how the very orientalist discourse, i.e. talking about the east, was
founded upon compositions of voluminous works of translation. Through such
translations, the colonisers understood—or claimed to understand—the psyche of
the community they sought to ‘enlighten’. The Indian scholar today, looking back
at their chequered history in the second half of the last millennium, cannot ignore
the power of translation through which their subjugation was possible in the first
place. If the literature of this diverse and multilingual country is not translated,
and therefore not accessible to the communities themselves, any attempt of
consolidation is bound to fail. The accentuating of translation for the ‘Promotion
of Indian Languages, Arts and Culture’ by the National Education Policy
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2020 is a considerate and portentous move. The policy seeks to make education
accessible to the citizens of India in the languages of India. At the same time, it is
ambitious to showcase and promote the heritage of Indian arts and culture. In this
context, I would like to highlight the significance of a particular organ of higher
education that enjoys a pervasive presence throughout the country and has been
nourished with the knowledge of both Indian as well as foreign literature. There
is but one department, that exists in all the forty-six Central Universities of India,
that is the Department of English. Even in universities such as Nava Nalanda
Mahavihara, Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi Vishwavidyalaya, Maulana
Azad National Urdu University which are established for the study of specific
languages viz. Pali, Hindi and Urdu respectively, the Department of English
retains its ubiquitous presence. The centres for Humanities and Social Sciences in
IITs, NITs and IIITs, which teach a lot more than soft skills and communication,
also comprise faculty members from the English department. Almost all the state
universities and colleges across the nation run either full-fledged programmes of
study or short-term compulsory courses in English.

According to the report of All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE)
2018-19, a whooping number of 3289 students are enrolled in Ph.D. in English
in various HEIs, the highest in any language, be it Indian or foreign. Enrolment
in the post graduate courses in English also outnumbers similar courses in other
languages with a headcount of 1,88,250 students. With their sinuous spread in
nooks and corners of the country, the departments of English offer a promise
which can be enchased for huge dividends today. It’s axiomatic that both the
faculty as well as students of the English departments are bilingual, in many cases
trilingual. Their orientation and familiarity with literary tropes as well as history,
their skills in academic writing, and their knowledge of their mother tongue
endows them with a dexterity that can be utilised for the promotion of Indian
arts, culture and literature. For the sheer volume of their size and access to each
geographical locales of India, departments of English can become the fulcrum of
positive change across the nation. In this regard, the following suggestions can
align the potential of this huge body of teachers and students to fulfil the visions
of National Education Policy 2020.

Affiliation of English Departments with the Proposed Indian Institute of
Translation and Interpretation (IITI)

The National Education Policy’s directive for the establishment of the
Indian Institute of Translation and Interpretation (IITI) aims at a sustained effort
in translation through an assemblage of “numerous multilingual language and
subject experts, and experts in translation and interpretation”. This proposed
institute will seek “collaboration with other research departments” as well. The
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central universities across the nation are established to make affordable state of
the art education accessible to the meritorious students within their vicinity. At
present, all states except Goa have at least one central university, and each has
a department of English, often with faculty members from across the country.
For example, the Department of English at my karmabhumi Mahatma Gandhi
Central University has five teachers, each from a different state, viz. Bihar,
Haryana, Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh and Odisha. If such departments could
be affiliated to the IITI, they could act as the regional centres of translation and
interpretation by leveraging the multilingual base of the faculty members and
researchers. Similarly, departments of English at state universities and affiliated
colleges can also form part of this academic network. For this purpose, the
interested teachers/researchers could be given adequate training by IITI and after
a due screening process, a nation-wide workforce of trained and enthusiastic
translators can be created which can materialise the goals of IITI at the regional
levels. Through various projects and incentives, this workforce can be tapped into
for translating literatures from various Indian languages to English and vice versa.
Thus, a Tamil text can be translated to English which can be further translated to
Hindi or any other Indian language that will provide such artefacts a national as
well as a global readership.

Linking Publication in Indian Languages with
Academic Points Indicator

The research output in Science and Commerce are different from that of Arts in
general, and of language departments in particular. In the absence of a mechanism
that regards academic/creative output in all languages at par with each other, an
English teacher is more likely to publish articles in English and an Odia teacher
in Odia purely for career goals from a professional point of view. The National
Education Policy mentions the lamentable loss of 220 Indian languages in the
last 50 years and the endangered state of 197 languages. Several endangered
languages can be resuscitated by holding publications in such languages as
equivalent to publications in the languages taught. A system can be conceived
by which language teachers in HEIs can be rewarded in form of academic points
for their creative writing and translation works of substantial influence published
in reputed anthologies/ journals and other renowned publication avenues for
Indian languages. Creativity knows no boundaries. There are several examples of
successful literary artists coming from various professional fields. If bilingualism
is to be encouraged even in the field of research output, it would certainly enthuse
language teachers to write quality papers or translation works in the languages
they know apart from the languages they teach. The NEP document rightly states
that languages do not flourish in isolation. This move will lead to breaking of
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language barriers and provide an open platform in which several languages could
converse with each other. Through mutual collaborations, different language
departments (Hindi, English, Odia etc.) in one university/institution may produce
translation and research publication in multiple Indian languages.

A Socio-Academic Networking Website for Translation of Con-
temporary Works

One of the major deterrents in translating contemporary literature is the task of
obtaining copyright permissions. A willing and capable bilingual writer would
hesitate to translate a work of a living Indian author, lest they violate the
copyright. In such a scenario, one is more likely to attempt the translation of an
older literary artefact than one which speaks of the here and now. Unless directly
prompted by the original author, the thriving literature in Indian languages risk
being relegated to their linguistic circles. If a platform could be founded for
authors, translators, and readers to have dialogues among themselves without
compromising their privacy, it would be a novel step in integrating creative
and critical thinking in multiple Indian languages. Various academic sites such
as Academia.edu and Researchgate allow the sharing of research papers and
articles. But these are mono-dimensional platforms in which readers can simply
download the desired material with the least access to a fruitful dialogue with the
author. On the other hand, reader-centric websites such as Quora and Goodreads
are also mono-dimensional platforms which allow readers to share their ideas
about particular books. Inspirations can be taken from unorthodox sources such
as OLX or Airbnb which allow the homeowners and renters to discuss their
possible travel and renting opportunities without disclosing their phone numbers.
A unique socio-academic website could be a one-stop solution for the digital-age
literati. On this site, authors can share their publications for readers and potential
translators to view, comment, and share with partial or full access to the content.
It will also lead to the creation of a digital database in Indian languages that is
the need of the hour. Willing authors can meet willing translators on this virtual
platform and can mutually benefit themselves. This network can provide a chat
option for authors and translators to engage in a dialogue through various phases
of translation process leading up to their final publication.

Conclusion

Unlike any other country, India prides in her literary heritage composed in several
languages. The shelves of an Indian library are decked with classics like the
Natyashastra, the oldest theatrical treatise in Sanskrit; Chamana Atha Guntha,
a polyphonic literary monument in Odia; Cilappatikaram, an epic romance in
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Tamil; Rashmirathi, an astounding poetic achievement in Hindi; the poignant
verses of Tukaram, a saint poet in Marathi; Vachana, a corpus of stylistically
rich poetry in Kannada; the expressive ghazals of Ghalib in Urdu; Gitanjali,
a tribute of soulful songs in Bengali as well as English, only to name a few.
India speaks many languages and, therefore, thinks in many languages. A nation
that holds in its cheek several tongues of several hues, can converse fully only
through translation. It’s the power of translation that the Indian academicians
need to learn, to teach and to practice. The advent of the National Education
Policy at a time when the country longed for a systematic overhaul in academia
is a serendipitous news. It is hoped by many that it will lead to the decolonisation
of Indian academia. It would generate interest, inquisitiveness and a penchant
for learning various languages that are fiercely fighting what appears to be, alas,
a losing battle. The sagacious vision of this policy, coupled with a skilled and
critical workforce, can work wonders for the nation.
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Coping with Dichotomies &
Essentialities for Unavoidable Online
Education with Special Reference to

National Education Policy-2020

............................................ ~ Asheesh Srivastava

of education drastically, stakeholders at different level are looking at it

from their own vested interests. A common man can infer these interests
from many perspectives based on their understanding gained through particular
social milieu. There may be some funny inferences, some vague inferences,
some concrete inferences and some may be having highly relevant inferences
and implications as well. Needless to mention the dominant role of education for
addressing the crisis being faced by the whole world irrespective of their size,
strength and wisdom. The following lines from Secondary Education Commission
Report of 1952, “A democracy of people who can think only confusedly can
neither make progress, nor even maintain itself, because it will always be
open to the risk of being misled by demagogues” which seems truly relevant
[starting from deletion of Clause-23 (having education as a justiciable Right)
to inculcation of Article 45 in the part 1V of the Indian Constitution to getting
Right to Education in 2009 having Hon ble Supreme Court of India’s judgement
and visionary interpretation of Article 21 in 1993] precisely for our country so
far as planning, envisioning and handling education at any level was concerned.
Online education is a reality, one must understand it, accept it with sooner is the

Covid—19 pandemic has changed the world manifold and so is every strata
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better approach, it was supposed to be implemented at every strata slowly and
gradually in time to come and the fact is, it has already marked its presence for
last one decade at selected level but unforeseen situation of Covid-19 pandemic
aggravated and accelerated it in an unprecedented way and took it to the places
where individuals or institutions were not at all prepared mentally and from
prerequisite infrastructure point of view. The genesis of online education can be
traced back to the year 1995 onwards when major changes started taking place
in India, however, the so-called globalization or so to say internationalization has
had a very peculiar effect on India. First of all, in the world it has changed geo-
political scenario and there is no eastern block today since then. With due respect
to the foreign visionaries, whoever they are, education is not a commodity, it
should not have been sold for price ever but things have changed drastically in
India and it started happening under Neo-Liberal influences. The reason we are in
such a position is that we are so weak in planning our education since 1947 itself.
All the market players driven by neo-liberal forces are not daring to enter into
China and opening campuses there, China is becoming very strong day by day.
Again, the following lines from the Report of Kothari Commission seems really
relevant to be quoted here, “The naive belief that all education is necessarily
good, both for the individual and for society, and that it will necessarily lead
to progress, can be as harmful as it is misplaced. Quantitatively, education can
be organised to promote social justice or to retard it. History shows numerous
instances where small social groups and elites have used education as a
prerogative of their rule and as a tool for maintaining their hegemony and
perpetuating the values upon which it has rested. On the other hand, there are
cases in which a social and cultural revolution has been brought about in a
system where equality of educational opportunity is provided and education is
deliberately used to develop more and more potential talent and to harness it to
the solution of national problems. The same is even more true of the quality of
education.” Policy journey in India, which had been peculiar for more than four
and half decades until it reach National Education Policy-1992 along with its
Programme of Action, however, qualitative or so to say quantitative outcomes
since then is a matter of debate so far as a larger perspective of Indian Education
in concerned and therefore, I am not focussing the issues in this article which can
make us understand so far as our lack of ‘Responsibility’,

‘Accountability’ and ‘Assertive Planning’ for education at any strata is
concerned. Covid-19 has triggered for the unavoidable need for Online education
which was very well substantiated by the National Education Policy-2020 which
got approved on July 29, 2020, irrespective of all the differences all are agree that
NEP-2020 is ambitious, progressive & forward-looking, which aims at making
the education system holistic, flexible, multidisciplinary and aligned to the needs
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of the 21st century and the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. The Policy
says, ‘New circumstances and realities require new initiatives. The recent rise in
epidemics and pandemics necessitates that we are ready with alternative modes
of quality education whenever and wherever traditional and in-person modes of
education are not possible. In this regard, the National Education Policy 2020
recognizes the importance of leveraging the advantages of technology while
acknowledging its potential risks and dangers. It calls for carefully designed
and appropriately scaled pilot studies to determine how the benefits of online/
digital education can be reaped while addressing or mitigating the downsides. In
the meantime, the existing digital platforms and ongoing ICT-based educational
initiatives must be optimized and expanded to meet the current and future
challenges in providing quality education for all’. So far as use of technology is
concerned, people are getting worried the way it is being imposed, which is not
only creating a digital divide but also severely impacting the achievement of a large
section of society, which will surely be creating a gap & divide and aggravating
the already divided Indian society into a further low and therefore coping with
dichotomies & essentialities for unavoidable. But instead of getting worried we
need to look for the best possible solutions, these divide may be catered for time
being using our ‘education satellite’ for capitalizing ‘free to air’ channels using
the widely & remotely available gadgets such as Radio and Television, in the
mean time different state governments along with central government may find
out the mechanism for coping up with the digital divide, NEP-2020 is well aware
on divide when it says, ‘However, the benefits of online/digital education cannot
be leveraged unless the digital divide is eliminated through concerted efforts’.
With my little experience, I understand that, if we can capitalize the gadgets like
Radio & Television with receptive, accepting and learning bent of mind, needless
to say the hues and cries on so called digital divide may be taken care of in a
constructive way. Supervised Community Television or Community Radio may
add the benefits manifold. ‘Online Education’ must be taken on priority squarely.
NEP-2020 is therefore well aware on the changed need of teachers and context,
when it says, ‘Teachers require suitable training and development to be effective
online educators. It cannot be assumed that a good teacher in a traditional
classroom will automatically be a good teacher in an online classroom. Aside
from changes required in pedagogy, online assessments also require a different
approach. There are numerous challenges to conducting online examinations at
scale, including limitations on the types of questions that can be asked in an
online environment, handling network and power disruptions, and preventing
unethical practices. Certain types of courses/subjects, such as performing arts
and science practical have limitations in the online/digital education space,
which can be overcome to a partial extent with innovative measures. Further,
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unless online education is blended with experiential and activity-based learning,
it will tend to become a screen-based education with limited focus on the social,
affective and psychomotor dimensions of learning.’ Policy further says that, Given
the emergence of digital technologies and the emerging importance of leveraging
technology for teaching-learning at all levels from school to higher education,
this Policy recommends the following ten key initiatives- Pilot studies for online
education; Pilot studies for online education; Online teaching platform and tools;
Content creation, digital repository, and dissemination; Addressing the digital
divide; Virtual Labs; Training and incentives for teachers; Online assessment and
examinations; Blended models of learning Laying down standards. Keeping in
view these provisions of National Education Policy-2020, different stake holders,
precisely teachers irrespective of the strata, in which they are working, must
come out and take initiative on all the aforesaid key initiatives suggested by the
Policy itself. This is the high time, when all past mistakes can be taken care of
and new beginning may be explored using this NEP-2020 as a starting reference.
Fingers crossed, as with every other policy, the real test will be in its translation
from POLICY to ACTION.
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— Arttatrana Pal

Early Childhood Care and Education: The Foundation of Learning

that the environment of a child’s earliest years can have major effects

that last a lifetime. The long-term effects of early stress, poverty, neglect,
malnutrition and maltreatment are constraint for early age brain development.
It is not so easy to understand child’s brain and consequently Early Childhood
care is a complex and critical premise. Early childhood care plays a vital role
in children’s development of voluntary movement, planning, working memory,
and perception that provide not only to valuable support to preparation for
primary school but also it provide a positive influence on holistic development
of a child’s social, emotions, attachments, cognitive and physical needs in order
to build a solid and broad foundation for lifelong learning and wellbeing. To
give proper shape of the child brain, our prime goal would be early childhood
care and that is possible through stable skilled resource person with well-paid,
efficient management with low children capacity and curriculums that covers
child’s physical, motor, emotional, social, language and cognitive development
of children from all backgrounds within new 5+3+3+4 education policy structure.

P ] euroscientists have depicted after years of research practice and showing

By age six to eight, the human brain is 95% its adult weight and peak of
energy consumption. Life styles of a healthy individual depend on proper brain
development at age below 8. The major constraint in India is socio-economically
drawback backgrounds, poverty, uneducated, and improper awareness. That
problem is not with them, rather they born with that environment and continued
up to the end of their life if they do not come out. For instance, many people are
struggling for food and shelter daily basis that compelled them to forget their
child’s health, education and future. Parents are least bother about the situation
closely what they are doing and where they are in whole day, whether they eat or
not etc. All these things do not matter to them years together. To make it fruitful,
many policies and programmes/yojanas are adopted throughout India time to
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time. However, local people need more awareness and educate them its benefits.
In these scenarios many challenges, opportunities and scopes are ahead to think
about it:

To bring back the backward children to main stream and show them to the
new world those who are below age 8, first of all we should think about their
parents. There is a nice Mid-Day-Mill Yojana to support the children below age 8
only in school days not in holidays/vacation time or morning and evening mills.
Parallels, we are forgetting about their parents who cannot nurture them a single
mill if they are economically sound. If we can make a job opportunity through
“Local for Vocal” programme, hope we can fulfill the vision of the Prime Minister
of India Mr Narendra Damodardas Modi in “Making India” a self-reliant nation
as “Atma Nirbhar Bharat” Yojona. Supporting with minor projects according
to the availability of the natural resources in particular locality, engage them
and earn for their family. Instead of directly providing essential commodity to
maintain their day-to-day life, provide a job opportunity as per their demand
in that specific locality. In this connection continuous awareness programme is
essential time to time.

Really, this is a fantastic way of teaching to young children age below
8, which described in new National Education Policy (NEP)-2020 draft at 1.2
“flexible, multi-faceted, multi-level, play-based, activity-based, and inquiry-
based learning, comprising of alphabets, languages, numbers, counting, colours,
shapes, indoor and outdoor play, puzzles and logical thinking, problem-solving,
drawing, painting and other visual art, craft, drama and puppetry, music and
movement”’. However, if the study materials are prepared in local or regional
language along with local festivals in every seasons throughout year, day-to-
day activities in village, material or instruments made by local people instead
of imported high ending instruments from other sources. Moreover, teaching
methodology should be local language by action, storytelling, poem recitation,
art and drawing, painting, picture playing methods, drama, music, etc so that
children can catch quickly the social capacities, sensitivity, good behavior,
courtesy, ethics, personal and public cleanliness, teamwork, and cooperation. For
all these activities along with teacher/mentor, local people will get huge benefit
to play a key role for these entire program and earn for their family sitting in
remote place without investing too much. That part of money can generate from
“ Locacal for Vocal” Yojana as narrated very nicely and elaborately by Honorable
Prime Minister, Mr Narendra Damodardas Modi in “Mon Ki Bat” on August 30,
2020 at 11 am.

As per new NEP, National Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for
Early Childhood Care and Education (NCPFECCE), the “Foundation Stage
Curriculum” that the children will follow from birth to the age of 8 includes
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sub-framework for 0-3 year-olds and sub-framework for 3-8 year-olds. Both the
curriculum emphasizes children will learn through play, and cannot be rushed
through an activity-children need choice of what to play with according to their
age. Kids are born ready to learn, and their brains develop according to their
environment and needs plenty of chances to practice what he’s learning from the
surroundings. Specifically, the motto behind the framework focuses on four main
areas of learning and aims to support children in becoming “strong, skilful
communicator, competent learner and healthy”. More importantly, activities for
children of these sub-frameworks are hands on, practical, logical and play based
allowing them to develop the skills, concepts and own knowledge they need
in their own time and in their own way. Apart from that the frameworks have
developed enough rich local traditions of particular location/region including art
and drawing, stories, poetry, local dance and songs, etc, will be very helpful for
the development of skills, concepts and knowledge. The framework will success
if both parents and mentor/teacher will walk together at education institutions
and home.

To achieve the Foundation Stage Curriculum goal, each and every corner
of the country adapted high-quality ECCE in a phased manner. Also that depends
on demand of the locality. Special attention and priority will be given to Districts,
Blocks, Panchayats and even at village locations and population strength that
are particularly socio-economically poor and availability of the resources to
bringing up them to main stream. Accordingly, ECCE shall be delivered through
a significantly expanded and strengthened system of early-childhood education
institutions consisting of (a) stand-alone Anganwadis; (b) Anganwadis co-located
with primary schools; (c) pre-primary schools/sections covering at least age 5 to
8 years co-located with existing primary schools; and (d) stand-alone pre-schools
- all of which would recruit skilled workers and meticulous skilled teachers
specially trained as per the ECCE curriculum and pedagogy.

For early childhood development pre-primary school/Anganwadis centers
act as the focal point of providing inclusive services to both children and
mother. For universal access to ECCE throughout country, first of all pre-primary
school/Anganwadis can attached and regulate under the supervision of primary
school instead of running in individual establishment. Anganwadis shall be fully
integrated into school complexes or clusters, and Anganwadi children, parents,
and teachers will be attend and participate in primary school/school complex
programmes and vice versa. Along with primary school, Anganwadi Centers will
be strengthened with quality infrastructure, indoor and outdoor play equipments,
and well-trained pre-primary school/Anganwadis workers and teacher, who can
make beautiful future of the toddlers. From inside to outside wall, pre-primary
school/Anganwadis should be well decorated with children friendly pictures that
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will impact on children mind/brain and attraction towards the learning process.
Apart from that every pre-primary school/Anganwadis should be well-designed,
child-friendly and well-constructed building with well-ventilated and open place,
no other thing surrounds the boundary, which could influence the children health.

It is quite mandatory for every child they should go through the pre-primary
school/Anganwadis center, so that child should acquainted with teaching/learning
process by ECCE-qualified teacher from preparatory class before age 5. Before
enter into the class I, children are ready to pick the next level of learning
process with a center of attention towards developing cognitive, affective, and
psychomotor abilities, social behavior, eticacy and early literacy and numeracy.
Since 15th August 1995, there was a Centrally Sponsored Scheme; the National
Programme of Nutritional Support to Primary Education (NP-NSPE) was
launched to enhancing enrolment in school, retention of attendance in class
rooms during school timings and parallel improving nutritional levels among
children. Gradually, this mid-day meal programme shall also be extended to the
preparatory classes in primary schools. Simultaneously, children health check-ups
and growth monitoring are offered in the pre-primary school/Anganwadis system
time to time as well as preparatory class students and primary school children.

The root of the ECCE and build The Foundation of Learning in early age
children is high quality and skilled ECCE curriculum based trained teachers as
well as workers in pre-primary school/Anganwadis and primary school. This
is possible after trained through a systematic effort in accordance with the
curricular/pedagogical framework developed by ECCE. First of all teacher and
workers qualification. At least pre-primary school/Anganwadis workers and
teachers with qualifications of 10+2 and primary school teacher’s qualifications
more than 10+2. Apart from that all shall be given a 6 to 12 month certificate
programme in ECCE curriculum with basic computer knowledge. During
their training programme teacher shall trained with many objectives that will
beneficiary of Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Scheme Launched
by Government of India on 2nd October, 1975. Specifically, Pre-Primary
Education for Child development, psychology, teaching learning material, jingle
& rhymes, storytelling skill, food and nutrition for kids depend on different age
groups, personal hygiene, immunization and growth chart for kids, communicable
diseases and its eradication programme, communication skills, and referral
services. More importantly, all teachers and worker shall be updated every year
with special training programme to charge them before start the new session as
per ECCE curriculum.

Tribal life and culture is quite interesting in our country. The Foundation
of Learning in early age children as per ECCE is tricky for them. Accordingly,
if it can introduce the Ashramshalas in tribal-dominated areas and in all formats
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of alternative schooling in a phased manner, it will be more helpful for their
children and future. The process for integration and implementation of ECCE in

Ashramshalas and alternative schooling will be similar as we discuss above.

Apart from high-quality teachers and worker, preparation of ECCE based
curriculum and pedagogy by MHRD to ensure its continuity from sub-framework
for 0-3 year-olds as pre-primary school/Anganwadis and sub-framework for 3-8
year-olds as primary school is critical aspect to implement in new NEP throughout
India. However, ECCE based curriculum and pedagogy implementation in pre-
primary school/Anganwadis and primary school should assessed through few
key factors including the physical and learning environment that encompass the
materials used for children holistic development, curriculum guidelines, how
teachers’ and workers familiar with the ECCE based curriculum and pedagogy,
teaching learning methodology, health care, the most important aspect is
relationships with parents and community, and administrative issues. To achieve
the Early Childhood Care and Education and develop their own individuality,
which includes a growing awareness of self, have own personal characteristics
and have knowledge about what he/she can do through ECCE based curriculum
and pedagogy, investments are required in all respects in early child development
through supportive care and local support required for pre-primary school/
Anganwadis and primary school.
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Toys in Education and India’s
Economic Development

.............................. — Pavnesh Kumar & Siddhartha Ghosh

Baat 2.0’ on 30™ August 2020. He touched upon various key points in

his address to the nation; one of them being toys. Ancient India had a
rich tradition of toys and the same has been found from various Indus valley
civilization excavations. Even today many regions of India have continue a
tradition of toy making some of which are Kondapalli toys of Andhra Pradesh,
Channapatna Toys of Karnataka, Ghurni clay dolls of West Bengal, Nirmal toys
& craft from Telangana etc. Various researches have shown that playing is an
important part of a child’s development. A child during the early development
phase explores his/her immediate surroundings and toys can help them learn. In
the children of Age 1-12 months old, sensory play helps to stimulate their senses
and develop hand-eye coordination. Toys like stackers or blocks and toys with
light and sound are particularly recommended for this age group. Similarly, in
the 12-24 months old age group; toys like push cars and walkers are suggested
with emphasis on balance & coordination while developing motor skills. Also,
themed toys like animals are recommended during this time so that playing
children can imitate their voices, recognize their colour and name. All of this
helps in language development and recognition of shapes and colours among the
children. Children older than 2 years need cognitive skill-building and toys such
as magnetic building blocks, counting toys and bowling sets are helpful. The
New Education Policy of India has taken all these aspects and has included the
new 5+3+3+4 system with a strong emphasis on a child’s pre-primary learning.
PM Modi emphasised on the need to not only inculcate toys in education
but also as a product to manufacture for entrepreneurs. This new educational
change will give rise to a wide demand of toys in India for our schools and
can be used as a platform to tweak the “Make in India” model to “Make for
India” by our entrepreneurs to first produce goods for internal consumption and

The Hon’ble Prime Minister Modi did his 15th Episode of ‘Mann Ki

108




: I 5% \ 150 Years of Celebrating The MAHATMA

subsequently target for overseas markets. The global toy market was estimated
around 90.7 Billion US dollars in 2019. Currently, China is the world’s biggest
hub in manufacturing and exporting toys globally. More than 70% of global toys
are manufactured in China alone. The toy market however has some specific
requirements like materials used in the toys must not have toxic chemicals or
compounds bound to promote allergic reactions in children. The Chinese toys
are particularly notorious in this regard; so much that European Environmental
Bureau (EEB) officials found a ‘flood’ of dangerously contaminated Chinese
toys among 13 of the 15 European Union countries in November 2019. This is
exactly where India can aggressively push itself and fill the void. Semi-skilled
and cheap labour is a key component in toy manufacturing and India has an
abundant supply of both. India already has a tradition of manufacturing children
safe and chemical-free toys using natural components like wood, clay, natural
colours etc, and the same expertise can be used to market Indian toys globally
while of course also attracting global manufacturing companies to set their base
in India. Already some action in this regard has been seen with Aequs Company,
creating a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) for manufacturing toys in Karnataka
at Koppal. The facility will come up at over 400 acres near Hubballi, about 350
km from Bengaluru. The SEZ aims to attract global high-end and electronic toy
brands, which currently produce mainly in China and Vietnam. The Uttar Pradesh
government too, has received 92 applications from domestic toy manufacturers
including big names like FunZoo, Ankit Toys, Toy treasurers and Funride to set
up units in Greater Noida. The facility will be spread in 100 acres of land and is
expected to bring investments of 3000 crore rupees.Not only toys but, the global
market for computer and console videogames is on the rapid rise. Tech-savvy
millennials especially are fond of gaming and such is the pull of the phenomenon
that we see new dedicated gaming consoles, gaming-specific computers and even
gaming dedicated smartphones coming up. But when we closely analyse games,
we see that almost all of them are based on a single element — an engaging story
that keeps the players hooked. India in particular has a double-edged advantage
in this. Not only is Indian IT software skill is globally recognized but India is
home to big IT companies like TCS & Wipro. India is also culturally rich in
stories with scriptures like Ramayana and Mahabharata to name a few. A serious
effort in this direction will ensure that Indian IT giants make their mark in the
world in the realm of gaming. With the world looking towards India to play an
important global role in a Post-Covid world, toys and video games can form a
great stride in the country’s Soft power as well. This is because toys and video
games give an “experience” and can act as the first-hand exposure towards any
country. A good example of this can be the case of Japanese cartoon characters
(who also come in all sorts of kid’s goodies like toys, stickers etc) like Doraemon
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and Shin-Chan who are widely popular in India due to kids being exposed to
it from an early age. Toys, it appears, not only holds the key for helping kids
learn faster but also towards an economic endeavour which has all the potential
to usher India towards economic development. This new push of improving the
education system by introducing NEP 2020 will have many benefits. In the long
term, it will prove beneficial as the students will become better learners and will
contribute constructively towards thrusting India in becoming the world leader.
In the short term, it will promote economic endeavours such as educational toys
and digital game content which not only have a huge domestic market but a
global market as well. India’s large and predominantly young population makes
it an attractive market for global companies to set their base. The political will
to shape India as a favourable destination for business is already resonating well
globally. Such small steps provide the basis of a positive chain reaction that can
engine India towards fast-paced economic growth and the final aim of “Aatam
Nirbharta”.

of Education

Toys aligned with
Indian culture and
ethos will be used as
pedagogical tools
across schools for
alFround
development of
children




Unleashing the Potential through
Technology: NEP and Challenges

............................................. — Vikas Pareek

all the stake holders, finally approved the much awaited and needed

National Educational Policy 2020. The policy has come during a time
of unprecedented chaos and uncertainty caused by Covidl9. And it is not a
mere coincidence that the policy has elements in it to prepare students for such
challenges and upheavals. Suddenly the world has changed so much that the
traditional settings are not going to work anymore. It is in this context that we
need to analyse the NEP and to see what challenges it will be able to address.

The Govt of India, after a thorough deliberation and consultations with

In the very beginning, the NEP highlights the need of realizing human
potential. This has been the main theme of the policy- realizing the potential.
As Swami Vivekananda had said:*“ All souls are potentially divine. The goal is
to manifest this divinity within.” In fact the Indian tradition has deemed atma
sakshatkar (self-realization) as its highest goal. The policy has shifted its focus
from traditional educational models to modern and more pupil friendly methods.
It has provided ample scope for flexibility and comprehensive growth of students
while preparing them for current and future challenges. The PM of India Sh.
Narendra Modi has stressed on the need of making a self-reliant(atma nirbhar
Bharat) time and again and he has advocated for use of innovative teaching and
learning for motivating students to do experiments. And accordingly the National
Education Policy has also laid emphasis on ‘learning by doing’ rather than on just
‘rote learning’. The policy introduces many new initiatives and ‘disruptive’ tools in
it. It takes the pedagogical interventions and academic freedom to newer heights.
There are many pathbreaking changes in the policy in matters of school education,
higher education and professional education. Further a need of providing access
to education universally has been marked as key in the policy. And this is where
technology comes as an important means. Though there are many aspects of
policy which are novel and significant, I will focus on the technology aspects of
the policy and how these will reshape the entire education scenario.
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The Policy talks about not only use of technology in education, but also
about integrating it seamlessly in all its aspects. So the use of online education
portal like Swayam and Diksha are to be promoted and to be leveraged for
disseminating education and for training of teachers. It is proposed to use a
variety of media including satellite TV channels, internet live-casts, online
material, mobile applications, e- books, etc to facilitate and universalize
education. Such a range of options will ensure that education is within reach of
all the strata of society. Education anytime anywhere. The policymakers have
rightly recognized the power of mobile technology and have stressed on the need
of harnessing technology not only for providing education, but also to use it for
training manpower, in policy formulation and in assessment of the efficacy of
the approached used. Technology will definitely play a big role in success of the
NEP. Broadly speaking, the following are the factors that make use of technology
n ot only lucrative but imperative:

Cost effectiveness: During outbreak of Corona epidemic, we all have
witnessed the rise of digital media. A plethora of webinars organized through
Zoom, Google Meet, Microsoft teams and such tools have flooded the cyberspace.
One interesting and important aspect of such digital events has been cost cutting.
There was no expenditure on TA and DA which used to be a major component
in organizing any academic event earlier. Even after normalization of situation,
the use of technology for academic events will keep increasing. Moreover even
in imparting classroom courses through online media like swayam help greatly in
reducing cost of education. Reusability of online learning material is an important
factor in this. A lecture once recorded and made available on online portal like
YouTube is available forever and so there is no new cost involved every time you
use the lectures. Even the cost of content creation is not very high.

Universal and Ubiquitous Access

Through technology, we are able to provide education to all, everywhere and at
affordable prices. Students living in far-off places may also access online learning
material by mobile or TV channels. Thus technology becomes a major enabler.
If one has a look at the usage of swayam, DIKSHA and online courseware like
Udemy, Coursera, EdX, etc, it is not difficult t to realize that Online is the future.
There is no going back. Although traditional teaching is going to stay, but it will
be complemented by technology in a major way in times to come.

Ease of Use

Ease of use is another important thing. Even small children have quickly adapted
to joining Google Meet or Zoom sessions. Nowadays when smartphone and
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mobile applications are in hands of everybody, getting education at your fingertips
has become a reality.

Inclusiveness

Technology makes inclusiveness a reality. There are applications and tools which
make education for Divyangjans also possible and engaging. In fact the Govt of
India gives a very high priority to technology development for Divyangs.

Fostering entrepreneurial spirit and Atma nirbhar Bharat:

Use of Technology in education will boost the entrepreneurial spirit of
students. When school children learn programming and designing Mobile
applications, it not only educates them, it provides them another way to earn
livelihood. Stories of students developing Android Apps and starting their
own companies are not very uncommon. We hear about such thing everyday.
Use of drones, robotics and emerging technologies is creating a new wave of
professionalism in students. So far so good. However Technology also presents
many challenges. And policymakers and other stakeholders will have to address
those challenges also. New and disruptive technologies like Artificial intelligence
and Machine learning are indeed very efficient but they pose a major risk. It
is likely that these technologies will make many skilled people redundant and
useless in coming future. When algorithms will take hold of many tasks, many
human beings are likely to be deprived of their jobs. It is not a distant possibility,
it has already started. We are already witnessing a surge in intelligent applications
and digital integrator services which are performing better than human experts.
We will have to make sure that while we make our students proficient in such
technologies, we don’t deprive them of their natural rights of jobs.

There is another possibility of mechanization of education per se. It is argued
by many that online education will harm guru-shishya parampara and is somehow
lacks a personal and human touch. WE have yet to see the implementation of
the policy and its effects but we can only hope that a judicious and balanced
implementation takes place. We need not lose the human touch in education.
No doubt we have to harness the power of technology, but is must not be on the
expense of the very spirit of education. And we must not forget that education is
which liberates- @1 foem =1 faga. So it should liberate us, from all bondages.
And must not lead to shackles of joblessness or mechanical worldview.

I sincerely hope that technology will serve as a worthy medium for imparting
education for all. For making a new and Self-reliant Bharat.

A HehoqHE] !l




National Curricular and
Pedagogical Framework for
Early Childhood Care and Education:
An Analysis of NEP 2020

........................................ —M. Vijay Kumar Sharma

sharply in the last decade. Several studies have shown that early childhood

education and care are crucial for brain development, cognitive growth,
and even for the long-term prosperity of individuals. There has also been a
realization that without improving early childhood care and education, it would
not be possible for countries to achieve sustainable development goals (SDGs).
This consciousness has led many countries to reform their early childhood care
and education programs to make them comprehensive and responsive to the needs
of the children. Taking cognizance of the developments across the world, the
policymakers in India have included the ECCE in their reform agenda. The focus
on early year’s education in the National Education Policy 2020 is laudable. The
initial six years are the most crucial years of a human life, which were ignored
till date in the education framework in India. Among the major reforms the
10+2 curricular structure in the schooling system has been replaced by 5+3+3+4
structure which will includel2 years of schooling and three years of Anganwadi
and pre-schooling called as Early childhood care and Education (ECCE) is no
doubt a Transformative vision of this policy. Investing in early childhood care
and education also helps in reducing poverty The recognition of the criticality of
early childhood care and education is reflected in the Indian Constitution (Eighty-
sixth Amendment) Act, 2002 under the Right to Education, which substitutes a
new article for article 45 and states that the “state shall endeavour to provide
Early childhood care and education for all children until they complete the age
of 6 years. The criticality of early childhood care and education is recognized by
many countries and started investing in the early years of children’s lives, with
rapid expansion of Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) services around

The attention on early childhood care and education (ECCE) has risen
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the world (UNESCO, 2015). However, progress in pre-primary coverage has not
been experienced equally across regions and within countries, and delivering
quality ECCE at scale remains a challenge.

Discourse and Practices Related to ECCE in India

The study of childhood(s) in India (and elsewhere) has been greatly influenced by
the western middle-class idea of ‘childhood’. While this notion has brought out
many innovations in the study of childhood, its essential zed notion has limited
our understanding of childhood in many ways. For a very long time, the early part
of childhood came in the exclusive domain of the head of the family (Tuli, 2012).
The common thread among all these notions was the universality of childhood
and how it could be studied and analysed in a standardized manner, with cultures
and diversities making no difference to the interpretation. It is only after both
the world-wars were over and there was a realization that these wars affected
the children most, the industrialized and developed counties established norms
and institutions for child-care and protection. Even the famous Unnikrishnan
judgment, which is often hailed for making elementary education a constitutional
and fundamental right, ignored the criticality of early childhood. The RTE
act came as another shocker to the practitioners and policy-makers in early
childhood it limited the provision of free and compulsory education to the age
group of 6-14 years. It was left to the ‘appropriate authorities’ to decide whether
they would provide free pre-school education and care or not. The section 11
of RTE act states that ‘with a view to prepare children above the age of three
years for elementary education and to provide ECCE for all children until they
complete the age of six years, the appropriate government may make necessary
arrangements for providing free pre-school education for such children’ (pg. 6,
RTE act). Ironically, despite being talked about so fervently in the policy circles,
the first policy on ECCE came out only in 2013. This goes on to show that the
current understanding of ECCE has not come naturally, but has been a long-
drawn battle where various stakeholders have played important roles.

The discourse and practices of ECCE in India have also been shaped by
its social and cultural complexities. The dominant western notion of childhood
in the policy documents has often ignored the caste and gender realities in vast
geography called India. The caste and gender boundaries create significant
hurdles in the physical and intellectual development of a child. Having no critical
awareness of these issues while imparting education to young minds have only
reproduced the pre-existing social hierarchies and power relations. Even the
notions of child protection, as Krishna Kumar (2016) argues, are embedded in
the western notion of childhood, and might not be reflective of how an Indian
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child navigates through her childhood. While the western countries have long
banned child labor, here children’s participation in the family’s occupational life
is a fact. The prevalence of child marriages in India only adds to the complexities
of studying childhood in India.

The research evidence indicates that only 17 percent of children in low-
income countries have access to pre-primary education, and there are persistent
disparities in children’s early development and learning experiences. In this
context the Government of India has envisioned to transform the structure of
schooling system and bringing three years of pre schooling into the fold of
curricular structure is no doubt a progressive move and transformative vision
of the New Education policy 2020. India has taken a Rights approach to early
childhood care and education (Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989). This
approach is reflected in the Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) that
brings services of health, nutrition, as well as mother’s health under a common
umbrella and is administered through a single administrative mechanism, the
Department of Women and Child Welfare. The Anganwadis have been fairly
successful in terms of providing increased access to early childhood education,
health and nutrition as seen through increased coverage (FOCUS on Children
under Six 2006). But different States are at different levels in the functioning
of the Anganwadis (ibid). As a result, one is confronted with a scenario of
ICDS - that is unevenly implemented across the states in India. Children’s
participation in preschool and early primary grades is unstable and fluid, and
does not necessarily follow the linear age-based trajectory prescribed by policy
(RTE Act, 2009 and National ECCE Policy, 2013). In some states, large numbers
of 4-year-olds are already in school (although not necessarily enrolled). In others,
significant proportions of 6- and 7-yearolds are still in preschool. In all states,
children attend irregularly; back and forth movements between preschool and
primary grades are frequently observed, and enrolments stabilize only by age 8.
In Telangana State the Government has taken up an initiative to facilitate the pre
-school children to continue their education in government schools, and attached
11,000 Anganwadi centres to about 11,000 primary schools in association with
Child Welfare department. Anganwadi teachers in Mahabubnagar district were
given skill development training for innovative teaching methods and these
Centres were proposed to upgrade and placed on par with play schools and
that school uniforms and story books with pictures would be made available to
Anganwadi schools in the district. Further Telangana government is in the process
of framing a curriculum for Pre- primary education. Due to lack of proper policy
this type of adhoc management of Anganwadi centres and preschool education
was taken in different part of the country. In contrast to the developed nations
where childhoods in itself became an important site, to be studied and analysed,
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our policies on ECCE remained rooted in our cultural and colonial legacies. India
being a dominantly oral culture, it was believed that children first learn from
their mothers, and then elders in the family. Children were exposed to an outside
tutor at the later stage of their childhoods (Raman, 2000). Our colonial policies
on education too showed little concern for childhood as their main objective
was the education for citizenship. Despite article 45 of the constitution stating
that the “state shall endeavour to provide within a period of 10 years from the
commencement of constitution for free and compulsory education for all children
until they complete the age of fourteen’, the critical period of childhood continued
to be seen as fragmented, with health, nutritional, and educational needs of children
being addressed by separate departments and agencies. Even the Integrated Child
Development Scheme (ICDS), launched in 1975 focused only on the nutritional
aspect of child development. From Acharya Ramamurti Committee report (1990)
to Yashpal report (1993), all discussed about the criticality of the childhood, but
no report offered a clear vision and roadmap for implementing early childhood
education and care policies which would cover the whole gambit of protection,
nutrition, play, learning, and education, both inside and outside an institution.

A Review of ECCE Developments Across States in India

With education and childcare coming under the state’s domain, there has been
uneven progress in the implementation of ECCE policies across states. Tamil
Nadu has also created a dedicated portal for ECCE teachers and has made
tangible progress towards integrating its Anganwadi system with the primary
schools. Similarly, eighteen thousand Anganwadi (a quarter of all Anganwadi in
the state) has been merged with nearby government-run schools. Some nineteen
thousand schools were instructed to mentor Anganwadi’s in their respective areas
by the Rajasthan government in 2018. Gujarat has also instituted a policy to train
Anganwadi caretakers to impart language cognition and some basic reading and
mathematics skills to children. Many states like Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Odisha
etc. have focused on the nutritional aspect of ECCE by providing additional
nutrition in form of eggs, milk, or by adding a meal to the menu (Kaul and
Shankar, 2009).

Many states have also made reforms, taken corrective measures and actions
to control the growth of un-aided, un-recognized privately run pre-schools. Now
there are rules for the registration, regulation, inspection, and accreditation of
day-care centers and pre-schools and they have to follow a mandate given by
the appropriate authority. Despite the frequent reforms, foundational learning and
skills remain a problem in most of these states. The recent study conducted by the
Center for Early Childhood Education and Development (CECED) and UNICEF
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explored ECCE practices in the rural areas across three states; Telangana, Assam,
and Rajasthan from school readiness perspective and found that despite having
a near-universal access of ECCE in these areas, Anganwadi centers lacked
development appropriate curriculum and focused on formal teaching. Overall,
the study found the children’s school readiness level was very low (Kaul et al.,
2017).

The research review on pre-school education at the Anganwadi Centre
indicates that The major reasons for ineffective implementation of the Pre-
school education in Anganwadis are ineffective teacher training, low levels of
community engagement, ineffective supervision, Anganwadi workers being
overburdened and lack of convergence between various departments. In this
context establishing a National Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early
Childhood Care and Education (NCPFECCE) for children up to the age of 8 by
NCERT indicates that Indian education system is moving in right direction to
align the recent global education framework, Education 2030. The establishment
of this frame work will definitely address the curricular and pedagogical issues
of preschool education at present this is the big gap with the Ministry of women
and child welfare department as result the pre -school component handled by the
Anganwadi centres are not in a position to provide quality pre - school education.
This will be a transformational step in the pre-school system.

It is envisaged that special attention and priority will be given to districts
and locations that are particularly socio-economically disadvantaged. ECCE
shall be delivered through a significantly expanded and strengthened system of
early-childhood education institutions is going to help the country in ensuring the
universal access to high-quality ECCE across the country. For universal access to
ECCE, Anganwadi Centres will be strengthened with high- quality infrastructure,
play equipment, and well-trained Anganwadi workers/teachers. Anganwadis will
be integrated into school complexes/clusters, and Anganwadi children, parents,
and teachers are integrated to participate in school/school complex programmes
which gives the scope to empower the pre -primary school system.

This is going to bring revolution in the Indian education system. Another
pivotal attributes of the policy is introducing ECCE centres in Ashramshalas in
tribal-dominated areas will be a progressive step to address the equity aspects of
access and quality among social disadvantaged communities. MHRD to ensure
its continuity from pre-primary school through primary school, and to ensure
due attention to the foundational aspects of education with the responsibility
of development and implementation of ECCE curriculum and pedagogy
definitely improves the quality aspect of pre -school system. The planning and
implementation of early childhood care and education curriculum will be carried
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out jointly by the Ministries of HRD, Women and Child Development (WCD),
Health and Family Welfare (HFW), and Tribal Affairs. A special joint task force
proposed in the New Education Policy 2020 for continuous guidance of the
smooth integration of early childhood care and education into school education
gives a ray of hope to address the convergence issues for smooth functioning of
pre-school and facilitate in delivery of quality education to young children. There
are many features that have been inserted in NEP, however implementation will
have its own challenge in terms of center state collaboration, funding, monitoring
and quality delivery of Preschool education i.e. early childhood Care Education
(ECCE) to the very young children of India.
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The New Education Policy-2020:
Challenges & Opportunities

............................................. — Sapna Sugandha

an is the supreme creation of nature; everyone is special but some
Mneeds to be treated more specially to open up and come up with the

real individual package; that individual package has the key of creative
and innovative education system for getting them unlocked. Nelson Mandela
said “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world”.
Certainly, to change the world, change of thought is needed and to change the
thought reformation in education is essential. A step has been taken as on 29th
July 2020, the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 was set forth by the
Ministry of Human Resource Development (in future to be exclaimed as Ministry
of Education). This policy has been put forward, with an aim to reframe the
Indian Education System to transform the present Education system and prepare
it for future requirements. A brief summary of major milestones for education
policy in India, from independence is mentioned below:

* The University Education Commission (1948-49) also known as the
‘Radhakrishnan Commission’ (chaired by Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan) was
focused on higher education of India.

* The Secondary Education Commission (1952-53) was focused on
education after primary school and before university begins basically it
was focused on post primary and up to higher secondary.

* The Education Commission (1964-66), also known as the ‘Kothari
Commission’, as it was led by Dr. DS Kothari. This commission had
a holistic approach and advised the government on the national pattern
of education and general policies, taking into account each stage from
primary to post graduate

* The National Policy on Education, 1968: Based upon the recommendations
of the Kothari Commission, the government announced a policy which
called for equal educational opportunities in order to achieve national
integration and greater cultural and economic development.
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* The National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986, whose objective was
a “special emphasis on the removal of disparities and to equalize the
disparity in educational opportunity,” especially for women, Scheduled
Tribes (ST) and Scheduled Caste (SC) communities.

e The Committee for Draft National Education Policy, or Dr. K.
Kasturirangan Committee, submitted its report on May 31, 2019. It
sought to address the challenges of: (i) access, (ii) equity, (iii) quality,
(iv) affordability, and (v) accountability faced by the current education
system.

And, finally, the new National Education Policy, 2020 is here to see the
world with the eyes of new wisdom.

The NEP 2020 is a package of many benefits and advantageous provisions,
but this article will discuss about the challenges & opportunities of NEP 2020.
The New Education Policy 2020 replaced the old education policy which was
incorporated in 1986 and leading the way towards a new era of educational
reform. This is the first policy that provides liberation from the autocracy of
administrative control to multiple choice, multidisciplinary learning, multiple
chances and multi language learning. One of the aims of this policy is to create a
strong digital infrastructure in the education sector so that there should not be any
roadblocks even during the unprecedented situations. The National Education
Technology Forum (NETF) will be incorporated which will ensure the integration
of technology with the education sector and enhancement of usage of technology
in education by all section of society even during the turbulent times.

Various provisions of this policy aim to increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio
in the higher education to achieve the objective of 100% youth literacy. This
policy also aims to fill the socio-economic gap which have been widen due to
this pandemic situation. This new education policy promotes meritocracy, equal
opportunities and equity for all section of students but still there lies challenges
in between the theory i.e. the provisions of the policy and the practices i.e.
effective implementation. The National Education Policy 2020 annotates to have
homeschooling and Multilanguage learning until the 5th grade and in exceptional
circumstances, no later than 8th grade. The mode of learning will be mother
tongue for the students. Despite having all the aspects of education, the students
from higher education will have the rising concerns for their education and the
professional journey ahead. If any student will move inter-state the language
changes and thus will be taxing for continuing the education. The policy is being
censured in the existing legal aspects application namely Right to Education Act
2009, as the age of schooling will have to be deliberated upon to resolve the
dilemma between the existing and the newly introduced policy.
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Against the backdrop the relevance to note that the past actions to legislation
level was not successful. The reason behind such failure was the role of regulators
and the executors were not as effective or mis-aligned.

The contours of NEP is expected to revise the regulatory body of the Higher
Education Commission of India (“HECI”) being set up with a wide role in Indian
higher education. The HECI is likely to have four verticals under its umbrella,
including:

(a) National Higher Education Regulatory Council, intended to be a single

point regulator for the higher education sector;

(b) National Accreditation Council, which will deal with accreditation of
institutions;

(c) Higher Education Grants Council, which will be tasked with carrying
out funding and financing of higher education; and

(d) General Education Council, the final vertical, is expected to have a
more academic based-role, as it will frame expected learning outcomes
for higher education programmes.

Foreign universities coming into the country will also fall under the purview
of this framework. The roles and responsibilities need to be coherent to each
organization and there will be a need to have a proper coordination otherwise
the aim to remove excess interference of regulatory bodies will remain same or
it may increase.

This education policy aims to start job oriented apprenticeship / diploma
courses in many existing institutions along with opening of new institutions. The
biggest challenge will be to have the team of teachers with necessary skill —set in
sufficient numbers to mitigate the upcoming requirements.

The New Education Policy emphasizes on conceptual learning rather than
rote-learning. The focus is on inculcating creativity, inquiry based learning and
conceptual understanding of the subject but our examination pattern reflects the
traditional way of evaluation i.e. whether a student have gained a command on
the theoretical aspects of the subject. This existing evaluation process will need
to be changed then only the focus of the educators and student will shift from
evaluation to understanding. The Union Cabinet through National Education
Policy 2020 is bringing major reforms in higher education including a target
of 50 per cent Gross Enrollment Ratio. This objective will depends upon how
effectively the implementation part will work.

Universal Access to Early Childhood Care & Education is also one of the
aims of this education policy for this the responsibility have been assigned to
NCERT to design such framework and course for the students up to the age of 8
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years. The implementation of this course will be on the anganbadi, pre-schools,
Women and Child Development (WCD), Health and Family Welfare (HFW), and
Tribal Affairs. This new responsibility will put an extra responsibility on them so
proper training and coordination will be needed to implement the course properly.
The Anganbadi and Pre-school Human Resource will need an urgent and updated
training for the implementation part of this policy related to homeschooling.
Special Education Zones as proposed will be a great initiative in this direction
if it is implemented in its spirit in villages where education enrollment ratio is
lagging from national figures.

Education makes us capable to work and survive in industries. Efforts must
be made for proper assimilation of Industry-Academia interface in the direction
of its alignment.

The major challenge as listed is encompassing ecosystem around education
that includes industry demand, quality of teacher skill set, infrastructure provided
for education, aspiration of the society attached with education etc. As they will
remain the same and takes time to evolve, how much they influence and work in
synergy with NEP that will determine the success of NEP 2020.

New Education Policy if properly implemented can show us that inner power
of ourselves can make the world more beautiful and only proper execution of
NEP can change its challenges into opportunities. Students will be able to select
their area of study as per their interest and talent. The NEP will give strength to
the culture of innovation and creativity in institutions. The NEP 2020 has a long
term vision and a far reaching impact on education sector and it also focuses on
learning the art of learning. Imparting the education and learning in the mother
tongue will built a strong conceptual base among students and the multilingual
approach will improve the cognitive thinking. The education in mother tongue
will strengthen the unity of the country. In the words of Nelson Mandela “if you
talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to
him in his language, that goes to his heart”. The New Education Policy has an
ambition to transform the education system of India and to create opportunities
for edupreneurs. The success of NEP 2020 will depend upon the implementation
and proper execution of the policy. India’s demographic dividend can be molded
into an effective and efficient workforce, to become powerhouse of world’s
economy and NEP policy can be the main pillar for this endeavor of Government
of India.
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New Education Policy: A Game Changer
and Vision for Self-Reliant India

............................................. — Aslam Khan
“Education should be man making and society making”’: ~Swami Vivekananda

Introduction

he statement made by Swami Vivekananda reflects education as
I fundamental concept for the betterment of people and a value-based society
for strong national development. The New Education Policy (NEP) 2020
under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi is a historic and much
needed program for the bright future of India. It address all aspect of education
with emphasis on early childhood education, preferences of mother tongue as
the medium of instruction, Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) as
a single regulator for both public and private institutions of higher education,
emphasis on autonomy, no rigid separation of streams such as Arts, Science and
Commerce, multiple entry and exit options for undergraduates, low stakes board
exams, common entrance for the Universities etc. The NEP also touched the spirit
of Constitution of India in terms of education as fundamental right. The emphasis
on literature, philosophy, Indology, music, art, languages and establishment of
the Academic Bank of Credit that would keep the digital records of the academic
credits earned by the student are the center of attraction.

Since 1950, the respective governments of India had tried to build India on
different available models of development such as capitalism and communism.
The education policy was architected by the colonial masters and had continued
for several decades where English language had been the centre of attraction and
the people with western model of education were much respected and regarded.
Indigenous knowledge system of India that was once education hub for the
world started dying its natural death due to the negligence and unaddressed root
issues of Indian masses. But it will be unfair to say that because of the education
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setup established by the Britishers, India continued to grow in technological
advancement, institutional mechanisms, development but that development
was not inclusive and did not do justice with the aspirations of vulnerable
section of Indian masses. The country with vast population with diversity and
multiculturalism, ancient Bhartiya knowledge tradition used the dominant
educational system as a tool for the national development but with lots of pains
and compromise.

The previous education policy introduced in 1986 was in force up to now
with no major updation. In these years, the transition from traditional to modern
in all aspects in terms of technology, human development, gender equality,
modernization, globalization changed the course of world in all spheres of human
life. As a result, India struggled with skilled and self-reliance in all forms of
development. The vast population of India depended on the foreign goods in the
umbrella of free market economy and moved very slow to the manufacturing
demands of the goods and services. But the present government led by Prime
Minister Modi touched the fundamental and core issues where India can be self-
reliant. For the self-reliance, India need to produce individuals with skills and
expertise where education plays a fundamental role. In that sense the flexible
education that promotes equal opportunity, meritocracy with indigenous value
system will be a game changer in the time to come.

Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities and Foreign
Universities

The vision of Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities at par with
the premier institutions such as IITs, [IMs, AIIMS will be realised by setting up
as models of best multidisciplinary education of global standards in the country.
But at the same time a debate is looming large that despite our strong intellectual
traditions, we are failed to make place in the top hundred universities of the
world. The country with the second largest education system of the world having
more than 700 universities just behind China badly need to join the club of
top institutions. As a result, National Education Policy 2020 allowed top 100
Universities of the world to set up the campuses in India. This development
of internationalisation of higher education is a very important development to
analyse. The Ministry of Human Resource Development(MHRD) now Ministry
of Education in the year 2015, implemented the Global Initiative of Academic
Network (GIAN) for the higher education institutions of India to invite world’s
renowned scholars, researchers and scientists.! According to a report in Indian
Express, more than 1,500 courses have been completed at Indian higher education
institutions in collaboration with international faculty members. In 2018, the
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Scheme for Promotion of Academic and Research Collaboration was launched to
promote joint research and collaboration with top 500 QS (Quacquarelli Symonds)
ranking institutions.> It shows government’s commitment for the quality and
standard of the education. From the perspective of foreign universities, the gross
enrolment ratio of around 27 percent with rapid increase is a welcoming sign
for opening campuses in India. As per the India Today report, Nilesh Gaikwad,
Country Manager-EDHEC Business school in an interview said that the policy
has been a long time in waiting and the decision allowing foreign universities is
a boost for education reforms and will go a long way in not only improving the
quality of education but also the application of curriculum in India”.> Mr. Aditya
Malkani, South & East Asia Representative at The Association of Commonwealth
Universities said, “The National Education Policy 2020 has introduced a range of
exciting new measures, and its strong focus on multidisciplinary education, and
flexible learning trajectories is welcome, as is its focus on technology oriented
learning, multilingualism and the power of language in teaching and learning.”
He further said “As a global organization that is significantly invested in India,
the Association of Commonwealth Universities is fully supportive of furthering
the agenda of Indian universities and their various stakeholders, and we envision
the NEP 2020 as being very supportive of that agenda.” He also referred the
example of Malaysia as a case and Malaysia is now attracting international
students and a hub for education. So, the move to invite of foreign Universities
are being welcomed but there remains some challenges also to attract and sustain
the top global universities of the world.

Challenges Ahead

Though, India has opened the platform for top ranking universities of the world
and it is being seen as a positive and crucial development but we have to look it
from other sides too. As we know that it will require a huge financial implication.
The top Universities off campus mechanisms we can draw experience from
Middle East especially from Saudi Arabia, Qatar, UAE and other parts of the
world. The most of the financial part including land, infrastructures and other
modern facilities are being provided by the host countries and Universities are
providing the academic resources mainly. So, in this situation it will be a huge
financial involvement from our side. In Middle East, Qatar has several campuses
of Texas A&M University, Carnegie Mellon University, Georgetown University,
University College London etc with same pattern. Another examples are Yale-
NUS (National University of Singapore) in Singapore, New York University in
Abu Dhabi, UAE funded by the respective governments. So, keeping in view of
economic slowdown and financial crisis in the present scenario tells a different
picture. The economic slowdown is global and higher education budgets are
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being cut by the respective governments. If we take the example of the Middle
East and Singapore for instance these are the rich countries and economically
powerful. For India, It is difficult to adjust these conditions of foreign University
but certainly if world’s top institutions are coming to us it will greatly benefit us
to emerge soon as a leader in global educational landscape.

Conclusion

By analyzing the higher education plan of New Education Policy with special
reference to top 100 foreign Universities, it is a clear sign of a revolutionary and
much benefitted change and an effort to make Bharat a Vishwa guru by putting
emphasis on traditional knowledge system to modern scientific education by the
visionary leadership and a vision for new India. The multidisciplinary education
and research Universities are the highlight as it breaks the shackles of various
standard of recognition and replaced with a performance-based grading by a
single regulator. Though these are some challenges but the commitment and
dedication of national development by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
certainly find a solution for self-reliant Bharat. The New Education Policy 2020
is going to be a game changer with much professionalism in the time to come.
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National Education Policy
is a Way of Holistic Life

ceccetsccesttccecscsesscsssscsssscsessesssse —Jugal Kishor Dadhich

transformations in the prevailing Indian education system. It is a significant

stride towards making education meaningful, assimilative and skill-centric.
The purpose of NEP is a framework to guide the development of education in the
country. It intends to build a self-reliant society on the foundations of the great
ancient Indian wisdom. It is an attempt to make pedagogy “more experimental,
holistic, integrated, discovery oriented, learner-centred, discussion based, flexible
and enjoyable.” It is focussed on character-building, inculcating rational thinking
and compassionate care, and ensuring employment through skill development.
It is indeed an honest endeavour to dissolve disciplinary boundaries that have
been creating hindrances in the holistic development of a learner. The defining
principles of the NEP are flexibility for students to choose their learning trajectory
and programmes, autonomy for teachers to design and implement their courses
and a blurring of disciplinary and curricular boundaries. The NEP reorients
learning towards skill-acquisition and multi-disciplinarily. It lays particular
accent on conceptual understanding, creativity and critical thinking on ethical,
human and Constitutional values. A regular formative assessment of the learner,
respect for diversity, equity and inclusivity, light-but-tight regulatory system, and
a wide-ranging autonomy are the other standout provisions of the policy that
aims to overhaul a sector that was caught in a time warp. A striking feature of the
policy is its aim to curtail dropout rates and ensure universal access to education
at all levels. The fundamental lacuna of the current education system is that it
has largely failed in creating skilled citizens ready to take up the challenges of
life. The NEP is a sincere endeavour in this direction to ensure that every learner
develops some life skills through vocational training while studying in school/
college/university.

The National Education Policy 2020 (NEP) envisages far-reaching

That language is an important skill and proficiency in multiple languages
opens new avenues cannot be overemphasised. The NEP not only underlines the
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significance of mother tongue, regional languages, and classical Indian languages,
but also makes provisions for the introduction of foreign languages as an option
right from the secondary-school level.

Learning a foreign language at an early age not only simulates cognition,
but it also inculcates cultural tolerance and conviviality. A foreign language is not
just another tongue. It opens a window to a foreign culture, people, their customs
and attitudes, helping the learner evolve into a truly global citizen and actualise
the concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (sg8= sremm) . With the three-language
formula, the NEP virtually provides wings to fly. Thanks to the NEP, a learner can
acquire an engineering degree or a diploma in hotel management or a diploma in
journalism or a degree in medicine with proficiency in a foreign language of his/
her choice. Such an academic degree under the extant system is inconceivable.

The NEP intends to establish Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) as large,
multidisciplinary universities in every district by 2040. In today’s globalised
world, demarcations between various disciplines are becoming less rigid. A
research in Medical Sciences requires engineering inputs. Similarly, a research in
Computer Science may need to refer to Linguistics and languages. A researcher
in Economics may draw on the insights from Sociology or Anthropology. Thus, a
multidisciplinary university that provides flexibility to students to choose courses
as they desire would lead to a cross-fertilisation of ideas, potentially turning out
individuals who not only understand the cosmos, but also the creative arts.

The NEP has a clear objective to make higher education in India at par with
international standards. To begin with, four-year undergraduate programmes are
fairly common in several countries. Here, it is pertinent to note that the proposed
four-year degree programme has multiple respectable exits that will ensure zero
dropouts. For instance, a student leaving a UG programme after completing one
year may get a Certificate, a Diploma after two years, and a bachelor’s degree
after three. The fourth year of the programme would be mandatory only for those
students who wish to pursue further research. The students get a certification of
whatever they have learnt. They need not spend three years in case they wish to
take up a job after one year itself. However, it is easier said than done. To make
it work, the HEIs will need to design their curricula after wide consultations
with the industry so that students could be equipped with employable skills at
every stage of exit from the UG programme. To elaborate, if a four-year B.Tech
programme’s curriculum is designed in such a way that after the completion of
two years, a student gets an employable engineering diploma, then many would
likely be willing to exit with a diploma and start working. Such a scheme would
help save a lot of precious time, energy and resources.
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HEIs will have the flexibility to offer different designs of PG programmes.
For example, the NEP envisages a two-year PG programme with the second year
devoted entirely to research for those who have a three-year bachelor’s degree,
a one-year PG programme for those who have a four-year bachelor’s degree, or
a five-year integrated UG/PG programme. Undertaking a doctorate (PhD) shall
require either a master’s degree or a four-year bachelor’s degree with research.
MPhil has been done away with, and rightly so. MPhil in its present form has
become obsolete. The relevance of MPhil has been questioned multiple times by
a number of pedagogues. There is no parity in the duration of MPhil programmes
in the country. Some HEIs award MPhil degrees in one year, and some in two. A
one-year MPhil programme has one semester of coursework involving research
methods while the second semester is devoted to writing the dissertation. The
quality of such research work is almost always suspected. A two-year MPhil
programme has one year of coursework, and the other for completing the
dissertation. Writing a research dissertation in one year often compromises the
quality of research. It is generally known that collecting bibliography, data and
finalising synopsis/research proposal itself take a year or more for serious research.
Research is not just about collecting data and bibliography. The researcher has
to process the collected data, and analyse them to reach a logical conclusion. It
is only then that the actual process of writing the thesis/dissertation begins. The
duration of the current MPhil programmes had bred ad-hocism in research, which
is otherwise a serious business and requires rigour.

The NEP has made its objectives clear. It aims to restructure the existing
higher education system to make it holistic, integrated, accountable, enjoyable
and employable, reorienting it towards quality research. It is a revolutionary
document and marks a tectonic shift from the existing norms that will shake
the narrow boundaries of disciplines and programmes. If implemented sincerely
with a careful designing of syllabi and curricula, it has the potential to transform
India into a self-reliant knowledge superpower by the end of the first half of this
century. As the cornerstone of all educational decisions, the ray of hope has come
through the new National Education Policy, 2020, which talks about sustainable
human development and universal education learning with equity and learning
outcomes with research oriented mindset. India has always placed education
at the centre of its development agenda and with bridging the gender, social,
regional gaps with community participation it will raise the spirits towards equal
opportunities to all ensuring equity in this policy. It is going to be the beautiful
blend of both ancient and modern knowledge system which not only inculcate
you to acquire knowledge but also helps in integrating Indian culture and ethos.




New Education Policy 2020:

A Milestone of New India
........................................... —Abhay Vikram Singh

to strengthen nation in each and every aspect. It shows a path of social

political economic development and the key to secure the future of any
nation. In this direction, the new national education policy is a major achievement
in the history of education of India. It has been casted and commended as the
Indian government’s answer to broaden the standard and condition of public
education. It is a thorough skeleton to lead the evolution and growth of education
in the country. The policy focuses at emendation and constructing all dimensions
of the education framework, including its monitoring and governance, to devise
a new system that is regulated with the ambitions and motivational aims of 21*
century education, while building upon India’s heritage and customs. The focus
on principles and human values will go a long way in the creation of making
of an efficient youth which will help in strengthening our country’s democratic
roots. As the policy introductory part said that in today’s rapid changing world, it
is important to not only learn but more importantly, learn how to learn, what to
learn. Therefore, there is a need to change some of the principles of foundation
of our education system where the content or the material can be less but where
the analytical and the logical reasoning should be in excessive so that a child’s
brain can be developed accordingly. The best part of the new policy is its nature
of elasticity. On one hand, it will prepare a student to fight for the upcoming
challenges of the world. With this, I mean that the fear of a child from his/her
starting days and the pressure he /she has of the parents of always being on the
top will reduce because now parents also have to understand that forcing a child
is not an option. Each and every child is not a prodigy but they all have some
special talents hidden in them. The New Education Policy focuses on recognizing
those abilities and work on them accordingly so that the child can be able to get
more confidence. On the other hand my next argument is supported with the first
one that is we see that there is a hype created in our country, that from early days

E ducation system is the back bone of any society. It is the dominant feature
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of a child’s education he/she must be a very successful in his/her future. This is a
good thing but the problem starts with the change of professions. With this being
said, I mean that there is a general opinion of the people that a child should be
a either a doctor or an engineer or an IAS officer. The society also give them a
different kind of respect but they will not even pay any heed to the one who plays
guitar or who wants to become a chef or a dancer. Why? Because as I said this
has become the basic norm of the people of our country. If any child wants to be
different from a bunch of child pursuing the same thing, he or she is not treated
properly or is not seen that much successful. Even their parents are ridiculed of
not paying attention to their child. Consequently, with this pressure of society
parents start forcing their child to give up his/her talent and focus on a stable
and reputed job. In this context, the New Education Policy tries to break these
myths of the people and giving the child proper setups for whatever they want to
pursue. The policy makes an effort to do it. It makes every student welcomed and
cared for, where a safe and stimulating learning environmental exists with wide
range of learning experiences.

The New Education Policy presents all-inclusive and wide ranging changes
including opening up of Indian higher education to foreign universities, knock
down of UGC and Indian Council for Technical Education, inception of four year
multidisciplinary undergraduate programme with various exit options and closure
of the M.Phil. programme. For higher education, a new umbrella regulator has
been proposed with separate verticals for regulation, standard setting, funding
and accreditation. As per the statement released by Ministry of Education, “The
new National Education Policy strives for making India into an equitable and
vibrant knowledge society. It envisions an India-centered education system that
contributes directly to transforming India into a global superpower.” Further the
ministry said, “The NEP aims would bring about a paradigm shift in the country’s
education system and create an enabling and reinvigorated educational ecosystem
for a new ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ as envisaged by the prime minister”.

The policy emphasizes that the command and direction till fifth grade will
be in a regional language that is recognized as being native to India. This is an
appreciated measure as mother tongue plays an extremely essential and pivotal
character in the overall development of the child. This motive will also help
the child in developing attentiveness in regional literature and culture and help
them take on board and recognize the customs plus traditions that are native or
local to a particular region. On the other hand, this policy will also open several
possibilities for students to pursue an array of subjects of their choice and will
pose a challenge to the existing system to change or adapt itself to implement this
aspect by new ways of entrance examinations for admission to various streams of
professional education. Also emphasis will be laid on socially and economically
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disadvantaged groups. The policy also states that children with disabilities will
be able to attend regular school from the foundational stage to higher education,
with support of educators with cross-disability training and technology-based
tools tailored to suit their needs.

Also the 10+2 system will be divided into 5+3+3+4 arrangement. This means
the starting five years of the school will encompass the foundation stage. The next
three years will be divided into basic and preparative stage. Later there will be 3
years of middle stage (from 6 to 8) and 4 years of secondary stage (from 9 to 12).
In addition to that vocational courses shall be introduced from class 6 onwards.
The new system has also removed the rigid distinctions between the streams that
one has to pick in 11" standard. In the new course method, a student without any
restrictions or pressure can pick any subject in which he/she is interested. For
example, one can pick physics with psychology and arts if they so desire. Also,
now the teachers have to be more attentive in class while teaching students. They
have to ensure a safe learning environment and encourage students in pursuing
whatever they want to do. Teachers can’t be lethargic anymore; they have to
change their attitude and should be actively engaged with the students.

In today’s world research and innovation is an important part of the academic
strength of a nation. A country cannot find a place among the other developed
nations unless influences global academia by making incredible and impressive
contributions in expanding the frontiers of human intelligence. Because we clearly
see that all the world’s major countries and established universities are the ones
who throw themselves and guide in research. In India no one really bothers about
research. Even the college students and many professors are clueless as to how to
do a comparative research. In consequence to which, the irony is that the research
we read are of foreign people account on India. We can clearly see that how
research plays an important role in defining the education prospects of a particular
nation. Also research helps in detecting many minute problems of a vast nation
like India, so that the government can work accordingly. So the New Education
Policy also comprises research competence and output across disciplines. More
time will be given to the research work and it will inspire them to progress
critical thinking and creativity on sustained research and regular assessment by
educational experts. Providing high quality research will boost and raise society
with a new knowledge system. It surely is an awakening step that sets in motion
the idea for realizing the goal of making India a leading nation in imparting
visions of the society. Conceptual thinking, creativity and critical thinking will
be the foundation of research and innovation. The National Research Foundation
and the National Educational Technology Forum will also play a major role in
facilitating to carry out problem-solving research and developing digital resources
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of study materials plus they will come up with many innovative ways in which
technology can be leveraged from the benefit of students and researchers.

In my opinion, National Education Policy will give significance to students’
realistic and analytic knowledge instead of just pushing them towards parrot-
fashion learning. It will help students to develop scientific temperament and
nature from a young age. The policy makes the education more experimental,
holistic, discovery-oriented, learner-centered, discussion-based and flexible. Also
it provides students, irrespective of their place of residence, a quality education
system with special focus to the disadvantaged and underrepresented groups.
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New Education Policy 2020:
A Transformative Roadmap
for Higher Education

....................................... —Ambikesh Kumar Tripathi

after a three decades gap, intending to mitigate the western impact on

the country’s education. With the objectives like achieving full human
potential, developing an equitable and just society, and promoting national
development this document has enough potential to transform the entire
education system of the country. A very short document, 66 pages, of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 that the Cabinet approved last month represents a
major advance over the predecessor draft NEP 2019. This is an outcome of the
rigorous exercise of intellectuals, activists, educationists, professors, and teachers
across the country. ‘Unlike the latter, it satisfies a basic characteristic of a good
policy document: It should be a short and crisp framework document that does
not lose the forest for the trees. Whereas draft NEP was 484 pages long, the final
document says it all in just 66 pages’ (Panagariya, 2020). NEP 2020 document is
divided into four parts: the first part deals with school education, the second part
focuses on higher education. The third part is related to professional education,
adult education, life-long learning, promotion of language, art, and culture as
well as the use of technology and digital mode of education. Part four of the
NEP 2020 talks about the operational part of the policy. Primary education has
never been qualitative and productive, even after implementing some populist
measures like the Mid-day meal programme. Such programmes a bit controlled
the dropout rate from government primary schools but not been successful
in delivering quality education, especially after the private schools came into
existence. There is a huge gap between the current state of learning outcomes and
what today’s requirements are; this document will bridge this gap and create an
inclusive society. With changing employment landscape and global ecosystem,
India needs to adopt an education policy with a dynamic and multidisciplinary

Recently India accepted her new policy for education, which has come
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approach at every stage of the education. Here I will discuss the higher education
aspects of NEP 2020.

Higher Education in India: Outcomes

According to World Bank data, India has the third-largest higher education system
in the world after the United States and China. A report of Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) tells us India produces 24,000
PhD every year. According to an all India survey report on Higher education the
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in Higher education in India is 24.5%, which is
calculated for 18-23 years of age group. About 79.3% of the students are enrolled
in the Undergraduate level programme. 1,26,451 students are enrolled in PhD
that is less than 0.4% of the total student enrolment (Gol, All India Survey on
Higher Education 2015-16, 2016). Despite this critical importance of research,
the research and innovation investment in India is, at the current time, only 0.69%
of GDP as compared to 2.8% in the United States of America, 4.3% in Israel and
4.2% in South Korea (Gol, National Education Policy 2020, 2020). The purpose
of giving this data here is to put the existing realities of the state of the country’s
higher education. Despite being the third-largest higher education system of the
world, we do not have a single institution among the world’s best 200 institutions
of higher learning. After producing a big number of PhD still, we are lagging far
behind in patents. A large chunk of the population is engaged in graduate studies
but a very smaller portion of that reaches to research-level studies. This horrible
data is enough to understand the infelicitous situation of India’s higher education.
In such a worst situation, the higher education of India was needed fresh air to
alive. The NEP 2020 has come with that fresh air in which the education system
of the country will blossom.

New Structure: Making Higher Education more Advanced

India has an old tradition of holistic and multidisciplinary learning. This
document looks back towards our ancient traditions that had been carried out
by world’s well-known institutions like Takshashila and Nalanda to develop all
capacities of human beings —intellectual, aesthetic, social, physical, emotional,
and moral in an integrated manner. Linking with own old glorious traditions, this
policy document advances the education system according to the need of present
time. Such an education will help develop well-rounded individuals that possess
critical 21st-century capacities in fields across the arts, humanities, languages,
sciences, social sciences, and professional, technical, and vocational fields; an
ethic of social engagement; soft skills, such as communication, discussion and
debate; and rigorous specialization in a chosen field or fields (Gol, National
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Education Policy 2020, 2020). Restructuring the undergraduate (UG) programme
with four years is an attempt to bring homogeneity with the global education
system. This four year UG programme offers certificate, diploma and degree at
different stages. If by any reasons a student drops his/her study in between the
duration of completion of the course, he/she will get certificate accordingly. The
4-year multidisciplinary Bachelor’s programme, however, shall be the preferred
option since it allows the opportunity to experience the full range of holistic and
multidisciplinary education in addition to a focus on the chosen major and minors
as per the choices of the student. An Academic Bank of Credit (ABC) shall be
established which would digitally store the academic credits earned from various
recognized Higher Education Institutions (HEI) so that the degrees from an HEI
can be awarded taking into account credits earned. The 4-year programme may
also lead to a degree ‘with Research’ if the student completes a rigorous research
project in their major area(s) of study as specified by the HEI (Gol, National
Education Policy 2020, 2020). This will save the time of the students and they
might be registered for their research programme. NEP 2020 also aims to increase
the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in Higher education in India from 24.5% to
50% by 2035.

The Arrival of Foreign Institutions: No Need to Afraid

The new policy aims to “facilitate” the entry of the world’s top 100 universities
through an enabling law. This would expand the set of choices available to
Indian students and perhaps save billions of dollars in fees paid by parents who
send their children abroad for studies. Over 750,000 Indians are estimated to be
studying overseas; their bills are truly exorbitant, and many of them may opt to
stay in India if they could get the same degree at a lower cost (Livemint, 2020).
More than 7 lakhs Indian students are studying in different overseas universities;
merely, approximately, 40000 students return to India. Such kind of covert brain
drain and revenue drain have been attempted to address under the NEP 2020 by
allowing the world’s top 100 universities to establish their campus in the country.

In 2012, the UPA Government unsure of getting the Foreign Educational
Institutions (Regulation of Entry and Operations) Bill, 2010, through the Rajya
Sabha, then HRD Minister Kapil Sibal tried to allow “backdoor” entry to foreign
institutions. Allowing foreign institutions as deemed universities or private
universities under the State laws were proposed when Mr Arjun Singh was HRD
Minister, but the plan was shelved. Mr Kapil Sibal also did the same. These
institutions were allowed to enter as ‘deemed universities’ under Section 3 of
the University Grants Commission Act, 1956, or as private universities under the
State laws. That’s a crucial difference between UPA and NDA'’s vision regarding
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the entry of foreign universities. Sibal’s regime saw the establishment of all sort
of third-grade foreign universities in different metropolitans in India. However,
NEP, 2020 has explicitly mentioned the topmost arrivals alone. High performing
Indian universities will be encouraged to set up campuses in other countries, and
similarly, selected universities e.g., those from among the top 100 universities
in the world will be facilitated to operate in India. A legislative framework
facilitating such entry will be put in place, and such universities will be given
special dispensation regarding regulatory, governance, and content norms on par
with other autonomous institutions of India (Gol, National Education Policy 2020,
2020). Their entry under our new education policy could result in a vigorous
bout of competition in academia that could yield an array of benefits. College
autonomy, though, would be a must. Higher education in India has had horse-
blinders for too long. For the field to acquire sufficient vibrancy, however, each
college must be granted the autonomy it would need to pursue its aims. This may
depend on how liberal the sector’s regulatory authority turns out to be (Livemint,
2020).

Future Prospects

The education system in India had been rotten far long. The New Education
Policy, for the most part, provides a forward-looking framework for transforming
Indian education (Mehta, 2020) system. Meeting the goals of NEP 2020 will
depend on the enthusiastic implementation of its procedures. Part four of the
document focuses on the implementation part. In this context, the NEP 2020
recommends strengthening and empowering the Central Advisory Board of
Education (CABE) which will have a much greater mandate and not only a forum
for widespread consultation and examination of issues relating to educational and
cultural development (Gol, National Education Policy 2020, 2020). Ministry of
Human Resource Development will be known as the Ministry of Education, which
will focus only on education and learning. On the expenditure side, the policy
document tells the central and states governments will work together to increase
the public investment in education at least 6% of GDP. NEP 2020 is serious
about the investment in education and considers education sector critical for
India’s future all-round growth. Article 26.4 of the NEP 2020 identifies following
key long-term thrust areas for financing to cultivate an education system: (a)
universal provisioning of quality early childhood care education; (b) ensuring
foundational literacy and numeracy; (c) providing adequate and appropriate
resourcing of school complexes/clusters; (d) providing food and nutrition
(breakfast and midday meals); (e) investing in teacher education and continuing
professional development of teachers; (f) revamping colleges and universities to
foster excellence; (g) cultivating research; and (h) extensive use of technology
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and online education (Gol, National Education Policy 2020, 2020). By creating a
new Research Foundation, transforming the higher education regulatory system,
and curbing the commercialization of education the central government and state
governments will ensure to attain the goals of NEP 2020. For many of us, the
fear about the NEP 2020 comes from context rather than the text. Everybody is
optimistic with the text but pessimistic about the context in which the policy has
to be implemented. Effectiveness of this policy document is yet could only be
visualized, but it may say that the great changes are often seen only after a long,
continues, and pious efforts. The will of the government to decolonize the Indian
minds is as pious as holy water of Ganga. After 10 to 12 years of implementation,
we will see the great change in our society, which would stand for the glory of
our ancient past.
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National Education Policy 2020: Conspectus

............................................. —Bhaw Nath Pandey

Abstract

Education leads to knowledge and knowledge is being an element of wisdom.
Knowledge free to us from darkness of knowledge. It is a light of soul. Quality
and sustainable education is the key element of National Education Policy 2020
and it is important factor for development of social harmony, social justice and
equality, scientific advancement, cultural preservation, local arts and music
promotion, economic growth and promotion of vernacular. This paper tries to
study and understand the feature of National Education Policy-2020 and its
implementation on whole India of National Education Policy.

Introduction

ational education policy 2020 is a policy of education with new India
education policy and it focuses on Bharat rich knowledge. It is a one

step to make Bharat to Atma Nirbhar Bharat. It is not only new but
metamorphosis with its spirit. Before it several education policies has come out
with their different form and decided to our nation future i.e. human resources
and its consequences. Any nation, those which have own identity known
through their culture and civilization. Building of nation takes many years of
years and it depends on their education system. Education system of any nation
works as catalyst to transform youths. This education policy would be fulfilling
the Bhartiya youth’s requirements i.e. high quality of education with at par
international standards, innovative, research oriented and job oriented. We hope
that after successful implementation of this policy Bharat became a superpower
of knowledge and works as a centre of knowledge hub. This policy focuses on
knowledge based and socio-economics with sustainable development of Bharat
and its future citizen. In context of financial dimension, it also suggests to
government that education budget should be 6% (six percent) of GDP and it
would be welcome move and healthy indicator of quality education of Bharat.
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Historical Development

Macaulay’s Minute

Macaulay’s was against the spending money for the encouragement of studies in
Arabic and Sanskrit. He was also against the use of any of the Indian vernacular
for use in education. The dialects which were commonly spoken among the natives
of that part of India and that contains neither literary nor scientific information
and are, moreover, so poor and rude that........... it will not be easy to translate
any valuable work into them. (Thirumalai, 2003,p.15).

Macaulay’s completely ignored the value of the Indian languages. He has
no place to vernaculars in education and higher studies. His full support was
for English education. Some points of his minutes were:

* English is worth knowing than Sanskrit or Arabic.
* Natives also want to be taught English.

* The English educated Indian natives will serve as interpreters between us
and the millions whom we govern.

* English stands pre-eminent even among the languages of the west.

Macaulay’s concluded with these comments, “Indian in blood and color,
but English in taste, in opinions, in morals, and in intellect. To that class we
may leave it to refine the vernaculars dialects of the country. After ignorance of
Indian vernaculars, Charles Wood gave some relaxation to the vernaculars and
sent a dispatch to Lord Dalhousie in 1854. In which Charles Wood mentioned,
“In any general system of education, the English language should be taught
where there is a demand for it; but such instruction should always be combined
with careful attention to the study of the vernacular language of the districts.
(Choudhary.S,2009,P.381). After Wood’s Dispatch of 1854 can be considered the
foundation of present system of education in India. It is also known as Magna
Carta of Indian Education and whole scenario changed. The main purpose
of Wood’s Dispatch of 1854 was to prepare Indian Clerks for running local
administration. Wood’s Dispatch was recommended:

* An education department was to be set in every province.

* The Universities on the model of the London University to be established
in big cities such as Bombay, Calcutta and Madras.

* At least one government school should be opened in every district.

» Affiliated private schools should given grant in aid.

The Indian natives should be given training in their mother tongue also.
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After Wood’s Dispatch recommendation many universities were started
at Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. In India a strong and rich education system
persists from back to several century before and that system educate whole human
to how become human being and kind with their surroundings. After struggle
of thousand years some important commissions and committee appointment by
governments in India and since 1858 are as given in Table-1.

150 Years of Celebrating The MAHATMA
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In India several times education policy comes out. These education policies

are mentioned in table-1.

Table-1: Education policy and its establishments

Sr. No. Name of Policy Year
1. Macaulay’s Minute 1835
2. The Indian Education Commission or Hunter 1882
Commission
3. The Indian University Commission 1902
4. The Calcutta University Commission 1917-19
5. The Hartog Committee 1928-29
6. Abbot-Wood Committee 1936-37
7. Zakir Hussain/Wardha Committee on Basic Education 1938
8. The Sergeant Report 1944
9. The University Education Commission/ 1948-1949
Radhakrishnan Commission
10. | B.G.Kher Committee on Primary Education 1951
11. | The Secondary Education Commission 1952-53
12. | The English Review Committee/ Kunzuru Committee 1955
13. | Official Language Commission 1956
14. | The Education Commission/ Kothari Commission 1964-66
15. | Dr. Trigun Sen/ Higher Education Committee Report 1967
16. | The study group Reports on the Teaching of English 1967-71
17. | National Policy on Education (NPE-1968) 1968
18. | National Policy on Education 1986
19. | Archarya Ramamurti Commission 1990
20. | Shri N. Janardhana Reddy 1992
21. | T.S.R. Subramaniam Committee Report May27,2016
22. | Dr. K. Kasturirangan Committee Report May31,2019
23. | National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
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Features

National education policy 2020 would be landmarks for Bhartiya people and
natives. It will cross all boundaries which were earlier posed through their
recommendations. Some key features of National Education Policy 2020 are as
follows:

* To promote Holistic development of students, character and morale with
sensitivity with surroundings.

» For school education from 10+2 to 5+3+3+4 structure covered five years
of foundational education, three of preparatory, three of middle and four
years of secondary schooling.

» For college National Testing Agency to conduct common college entrance
exam twice a year.

» It promotes Nation first and character must.
» To establishment of an Academic Bank of Credit (ACB).

e To achieving foundational literacy and numeracy by all students up to
Grade 3.

* Top rated International Universities to be facilitated to come to India
and top Indian Academic Institutions to be open their campuses at other
countries.

» Flexibility to learners to choose their own path of life and achieve their
destiny.

* To promote digital learning and distance learning course.
* To achieve Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) 50% till 2035.
* To promote vocational courses and do effort to meet need of job market.

* To promote National Research Foundation (NRF) and provide financial
assistance for innovative research work.

* To promote content, patent and performance of learners.

* To insure of unity and integrity of Nation.

* To promote multidisciplinary and holistic education system.

» To encourage creativity and critical thinking of learners.

* To promote and develop multilingualism.

* To develop life skills and enjoy with works culture.

* To develop ethics, human and constitutional values.

» Extensive use of technology in learning and research.

» Respect of diversity and respect for the local context and values.

» Synergy in curriculum across all levels of education.
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* Teacher and faculty as the heart of the learning process so make a
conducive environment.

* To develop a light but tight regulatory framework.
* To promote multidisciplinary learning.

* Education should be more experimental, holistic, integrated, inquiry-
driven, discovery-oriented, learner-centered, discussion and flexible.

¢ The curriculum would be included local arts, useful arts, crafts, music,
humanities, games, sports and fitness, languages, vernacular, literature,
culture and values, inclusion of science and mathematics.

* To develop all and well rounded learners and aware their surroundings.

e It focus on education must build character, enables learners to be ethical,
rational, compassionate and caring aptitude.

Some key features of National Education Policy are be shown by pictorial

presentation. Picture presentation-1

KEY FEATURE OF NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 2020

Holistic development of
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Academic Bank Importance of

of Credit vernacular
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Implementation

In this education policy there are so many point are pointed out for proper
implementation of it. There are several system developed for implementation
of this policy. Any decision and policy efficiency depends on its execution and
implementation. Such execution or implementation will need to take proper
and timely appropriate action. It requires several systems, multiple bodies and
coordination among them for timely achievement of objective. Some of them are
given as below:

Some important bodies are requiring to co-ordinate among them in logical
and systematic manner.

Some bodies are Education Ministries, Central Advisory Board of
Education, Union and State Governments, Education ministries, different
boards, National Testing Agency, the regulatory bodies of school and
higher education, National Council of Educational Research and Training,
State Council of Educational Research Training.

Timeline plan.

To review on regular basis of different plans with defined interval of time
period.

To know spirit and intent of the policy.
To implement phase manner of this policy.
To implement it in holistic way not it in broken pieces.

Education is a concurrent subject so be more careful and requiring more
coordination between central and state government and this coordination
should be done by central agency.

Timely infusion of central and state government resources like Human
resources, infrastructural and financial.

Regular and timely carefully analysis and reviewing the policy.

Different commission, committee, boards and its experts try to subject
wise implementation of Indian Education Policy2020.

Different bodies share their information, reviews to Central Advisory
Board of Education.

Implementation Bodies of National Education Policy2020 in pictorial
presentation is given in Picture-2. Picture Presentation-2 NEP2020.
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IMPLEMENTATION BODIES OF
NEP2020

Central Advisory Board National Testing

Education of Education Agency

Ministry

National State Council
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Governments [ Researchand Research Committees
Training Training

Suggestions

Any policy and model will be success and meet the criteria of purpose after proper
and timely implementation of that policy. Some suggestions are after analytical
study of National Education Policy which will make it successful and happy with
context of richest and become superpower of knowledge globally from inputting
elements locally. If all elements and bodies work together with spirit of NEP2020
that we have to reach highest level of Happiness, Richness, Humanity, ethics and
morale, knowledge power and enable to lead human being with all creatures of
earth and fulfill the all are a member of global family.

Some suggestions are given below:

» Everyone and each element feel that its role is very important to creation
of highest level of education and lead to global humanity with knowledge.

* To be develop and support sustainable development with holistic
approach.

* To be utilize all resources and talents of Bharatiya Youths for successful
implementation of NEP2020.

* To integrate all digital and virtual learning tools and its service provide
at one platform.

» To promote learning centre with digital content and research repositories.
* To educate child in its vernacular.
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Conclusions

National education policy 2020 is fun learning for all students and suitable for
child students. This policy is emphasis on effective learning as the innovative
ways with creativity, curiosity and critical thinking. In the era of ICTs, after
implementation of this new policy, we hope all students learn with smarts
machine learning tools which would be equipped with artificial intelligence and
using semantics web, neural networks. It will promote teaching methods with
virtual technology, animations, audio-visuals course materials and many others
tools and techniques. It will make AATMANIRBHAR BHARAT, SASHAKT
BHARAT, SAKSHAM BHARAT.
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The Role of Emerging Technologies in
Better Implementation of
New Education Policy

............................................. —=Sunil Kumar Singh

Abstract

Every one of us are hoping the significant improvement in the education system
with the help of New Education Policy because of inclusion of many positive
aspects. This article covers the basic introduction of new education policy along
with the technological impact on it. It talks about inclusion of programming
languages in the early stages and also states the impact on interdisciplinary
research, creation of virtual labs, and 360 degree evaluations etc. In the end,
some differed views are also mentioned.

Introduction

he New Education Policy (NEP) is going to replace the currently existing
education policy after 34 years. This is third amendment in the Indian

Education Policy which is going to be a key role player in education
system. The NEP is approved on 29" July, 2020 by Union Cabinet and its
supervisory body “Ministry of Human Resource and Development (MHRD)”
is renamed as “Ministry of Education (ME)” under the chairmanship of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

If we look at the history of education policy after independence, initially,
our education policy was basically focused on higher education. Then after that
in 1968, in the form of first amendment we got the first national education policy.
Further, it is revised in 1986 which is known as second amendment and a few
minor modification has been done in 1992 also to improve it by considering the
society’s economy, for promoting industrialization and development of the rural
areas of the country. The structure of the NEP is basically consists from four
parts basically, which are as follows; School Education, Higher Education, Other
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Key Areas of Focus and Making it Happen. In which, its first part i.e. School
Education, the existing 10+2 system will be replaced by a new 5+3+3+4 system.
It is like Foundation state (5 years), Preparatory stage (3 years), Middle stage (3
years) and Secondary stage (4 years). In this, foundation stage is very interesting
and important for the kids for their natural development because in this phase
from the age of 3 years to 8 years, there will be no exam. The examination
system will begin from preparatory stage onwards.

Higher Education section of the NEP consists from three parts which are
Under Graduate (UG), Post-Graduate (PG) and PhD, there is no MPhil. In which,
UG is of four (04) years program with the flexibility that students can delink
themselves after completion of every year. If someone delinks themselves after 1%
year, then he/she will get the Graduation Certificate, after 2 years Diploma, after
3 years Degree and after completion i.e. after 4 years, will get the Graduation
Research. Therefore this NEP system values the every year’s efforts of the
students. When we look at towards the Post-Graduation it will be of 2 years as
per existing policy. So we can see that NEP along with giving the value of every
year course it is not going to change the overall UG+PG duration i.e. which
will be off 5 years only. In this system, those who have Graduation degree they
can go for 2 years Post-Graduation and those who have completed Graduation-
Research, they have to expand only one year to complete their Post-Graduation.
PhD degree more or less will be similar to the currently existing policy.

This New Education Policy is mainly focused on experiential learning,
which includes hands-on-learning, arts-integrated education and it will use story-
telling based pedagogy. Classroom based transactions will transform towards
competency-based learning. Many other paradigm shift has been done to improve
the existing education policy.

Applying any policy in an effective manner, technology has its own
important role. With the help of machine learning and data analytics, views and
suggestions on social media can be easily analyzed. Not only in initial phase,
even after implementation also, can technology help to measure its effectiveness.
In this article, we have mentioned a few key areas where emerging technologies
can play its essential role to apply New Education Policy effectively.

New Education Policy with Recent Technologies

There are many aspects of New Education Policy, which is severely depends on
the technology. Without applying the new technologies like Internet of things
(IoT) to collect data, Artificial intelligence, machine learning to analyze the data,
and Blockchain technology to regulate the financial flow. A few aspects of NEP
along with the technology are stated as follows.

150




: I 5% \ 150 Years of Celebrating The MAHATMA

YEARS OF
CELEBRATING
THE MAHATMA

If we look at the schooling structure, it is the beauty of NEP that now, very
young 6™ class students will get the opportunity to do the coding/programming
which will enable them to think towards software development since very
beginning. And if you look at the changing generation, kids are easily adopting
this techno world, then enabling them to learn the programming languages, will
give them a constructive direction towards the development of society. But for
its effective implementation, Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
can play a vital role.

New Education Policy enables the 360 degree evaluation with the help of
technologies; now it is not restricted to evaluate the students with the help of
examination only. The 360 degree evaluation will enforce the students to be a
good human being also because it has the evaluation component of their behavior
with teacher, friends, and juniors and even it contains the self-evaluation also.
Technologies can be a significant tool to analyze all these components to evaluate
a student’s performance fairly.

If we look at the overall structure of the new education policy; it seems
like there will be a significant requirement of infrastructure development. May
be that’s the reason this policy is sharing around 6% of the GDP while in the
existing policy it is around 4% only. Many times, wise use of technologies can
play a vital role to minimize the physical in-fracture requirement by creating a
virtual environment. Although, creating the virtual lab concept is already started,
IIT Kharagpur, has already taken an initiative to train the students and faculty
members by using smart room concept but it an effective and well directed step
is still required.

Multi-disciplinary nature of the New Education Policy may open a new
window for the welfare of the society. If we look at towards the rising number
of cybercrime cases, every one of us is required to be aware with the security
threats. This NEP will facilitate everyone to choose the cybersecurity course in
the curriculum which can be seen as basic need in the emerging digital India. As
per Prime Minister’s vision for digital India, the NEP is facilitating every one of
us to choose the subjects to get aware with the new emerging technologies.

New Education Policy with Research and Development

Research plays an important role in the development of any country, if we
look at the list of developed counties of the world and their research, we can
casily visualize its importance. In the past, research in, various disciplines were
evolving in their own direction and it has simplified the human lives. Now in
the current scenario, research is moving towards convergence of technologies; to
simplify the human life, convergence of the technologies is a need. We can easily
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observe the importance of convergence of the technologies by over serving the
functionalities of Amazon Alexa, Google home and Sophia robot etc.

Now, if we look at the current education policy, after completing your entire
study in one discipline, and moving towards inter-disciplinary/multi-disciplinary
research is not easy. New Education policy gives us the opportunity to choose
any subject at any stage of your academics, which can favor the development of
multi-disciplinary research.

Differed views

Along with many advantage of the NEP, there are a few key issues needed to
be addressed. Implementing the education in mother tongues into school is not
going to be an easy task because India is already facing shortage of student-
teacher ratio in the country. On the top of this, finding a qualified staff to teach
is a challenging task and also providing the study material in each of the mother
tongues is a herculean task.

Late inclusion of English language after 5% standard can cause a disparity
between government and private school students because private schools will not
take step back in introducing the English from early stages. After enabling the
multi-disciplinary education system, maybe we can see the many fold-increase in
the number of application in discipline oriented jobs.

Conclusion

This article shows the impact of technology on New Education Policy, in which
it shows that in the era of convergence of technologies; New Education Policy is
going to open a window for the very young kids to have the programming/coding
insights in the early stage. Also, its flexibility towards opting the subjects, will
speed-up the inter-disciplinary research. Hopefully, adapting the New Education
policy, may help to move towards a better India.




Lifelong Learning and Capability
Building in Context of NEP 2020

............................................. — Manisha Rani

Abstract

Learning is an ongoing, continuous and natural process. Every day we learn
something new knowingly or unknowingly. Learning is the only thing through
which mind never exhausts, never fears and never regrets (Leonardo DaVinci).
The process of learning starts from womb and ends in tomb. So, in other words
we can say that learning is a lifelong process. Lifelong learning (LLL) is the
way through which we can build and enhance our capabilities. This LLL is the
basis of human development which further leads to the development of society
and nation in the form of efficient human resources. This paper tries to focus on
lifelong learning and capability building in context of NEP 2020.

Keywords: Lifelong learning, Capability, Human development, Human resource

“There is no end to education. It is not that you read a book, pass an
examination, and finish with education. The whole of life, from the moment you
are born to the moment you die, is a process of learning.”

— Jiddu Krishnamurti

Introduction

ifelong learning is a process by means of which we acquire knowledge, skills
I etc. We can modify our behaviour and develop our personality by means

of LLL. There are various viewpoints on lifelong learning. Ironside (1989)
describes lifelong learning as ‘the habit of continuously learning throughout
life, a mode of behaviour’. Whereas Lee (1997) says that: “Lifelong learning
is a broad, conceptual term which is used to describe the process of continuous
learning, personal enrichment and extension of knowledge that takes place over
the course of human lifespan”. Indira Madhukar (2004): “Lifelong learning
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embraces learning in any type of setting ranging from formal education systems
of all kinds, through diverse sorts of non-formal educational provision to the
limitless situations and contexts in which informal learning can occur”. Further,
the author pronounces that “Lifelong learning implies that learning opportunities
are available outside the formal school system and that both employed and
unemployed adults must learn in order to cope with rapidly changing demands
of the workplace”.

Lifelong learning acknowledges essentially two inter-related facts-
(a) That learning is lifelong (not confined to a particular period in life) and

(b) That learning is life wide (not confined to school and to schooling).

Pillars of Lifelong Learning

Lifelong learning takes place by means of formal, informal, nonformal, self-
directed, professional or through indirect way.

(a) Formal means are consciously and deliberately planned for the
modification of behaviour with a particular end in view.it is undertaken
in schools or institutions specifically established and maintained for a

purpose.
(b) Informal means are not pre- planned. they are quite incidental.

(¢) Nonformal means refer to a new concept developed recently after
the publication of the report of the international commission on the
development of education, entitled ‘Learning to Be’. Commission
suggests that alternative arrangement should be made for those who
cannot attend formal institutions.

Self-directed way: In this way students take the ownership of their own
learning. According to Maurice Gibbons, Self-directed learning is any increase
in knowledge, skill, accomplishment or personal development that an individual
selects and brings about by his or her own efforts, using any method, in any
circumstances, at any time.

The pillars of the lifelong learning are as follows-

Pillars of Lifelong Learning
Basic Education | | Higher Education Upskilling Reskilling
Fondations of Specific phase of Improving Creating
later learnings learning skills new skills

Fig.:- Showing pillars of Lifelong Learning
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Basic education includes whole range of educational activities, taking
place in different settings that aims to meet basic learning needs. It also
covers the nonformal and formal public and private activities intended
to meet the learning needs of people of all age groups. It comprises two
stages-

(a) 1% stage- primary education

(b) 2 stage- lower secondary education

Higher education is the next step after completion of the basic education.
Upskilling refers to the upgrading or improvement of skills

Reskilling means adding new skills to meet the challenges of the hours.

Adult Education

It is a broad field that includes basic and continuing education, vocational and
technical education, higher education and professional education, and is offered
through formal, non-formal and informal education. According to NEP 2020,
to achieve the aim of 100% literacy, community involvement and smooth and
beneficial technological integration is required by means of strong and innovative
government initiatives.

Benefits of Lifelong Learning

Nancy Merz Nordstrom (2008) lists the top ten benefits of lifelong learning as

such:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
®
(€9)
(h)
(1)

)

Lifelong learning helps fully develop natural abilities.

Lifelong learning opens the mind.

Lifelong learning creates a curious and hungry mind.

Lifelong learning increases our vision.

Lifelong learning makes the world a better place.

Lifelong learning helps us adapt to change.

Lifelong learning helps us find meaning in our lives.

Lifelong learning keeps us involved as active contributors to society.

Lifelong learning helps us make new friends and establish valuable
relationships.

Lifelong learning leads to an enriching life of self-fulfillment
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Fig.: Showing ways for engagement in Lifelong learning.

Capability Building

According to Wikipedia Capability is the ability to do things and to choose
for a way of life according to one’s personal values. As it applies to human
capital, capability represents performing or achieving certain actions/outcomes in
terms of the intersection of capacity and ability.
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The capabilities that have been identified are:

Literacy

Numeracy

Information and Communication technology capability
Critical and Creative Thinking

Personal and Social Capability

Ethical Understanding

Intercultural Understanding.

Leadership

Collaboration

Vision and reflection

The purpose of capability building is to enhance the knowledge, skills and
experiences among the learners to become successful in different areas of life
and make them strong so that they can face the challenges of life and adjust
themselves in any kind of adverse conditions. Lifelong learning is the best way
for building various capabilities because when we learn in continuous manner
throughout our life then our knowledge, skills and experiences are increased
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which make us capable to face any type of situations in very systematic and
efficient way with a positive mindset.

Lifelong Learning and Capability Building in Context of NEP 2020

Lifelong learning got the recognition formally by means of the observation of
Kothari commission (1964-1966). NEP 1986 and POA 1992 also give emphasis
to this. The NEP 2020 emphasises on lifelong learning as an important focus
area for improvement of the skills and capabilities among learners. This policy
also pointed out the adult education curriculum framework which includes at
least five areas (a) foundational literacy and numeracy, (b) critical life skills, (c)
vocational skill development, (d) basic education and (e) continuing education.

Fig- Showing focus areas related to life-long learning as per NEP 2020

It is well known that in lifelong learning readiness, curiosity, attentiveness,
self-motivation plays very crucial role from the part of learners so in this regard
role and responsibilities of teachers are to guide them in terms of developing
positive attitude among learners towards learning throughout the life. This is the
duty of teacher that he/she tries to inculcate the good habits like self-reflection,
introspection, sharing of ideas, openness to accept the new things etc. along with
make the learners understand that self or internal motivation is always more
effective in compare to external motivation in case of lifelong learning. Teachers
have to create conducive /favourable environment for students so that they can
explore more things without any kind of hesitation in self-directed way which
leads to productive and quality outcomes.
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The policy has maintained a delicate balance between the traditions and
interdisciplinary approach which is needed in 21* century. NEP 2020 has the scope
and opportunities to improve or upgrade the experience, skills and knowledge of
Indian youths so that they can prepare themselves for the competitive market at
global level and help them in developing essential life skills for quality life. By
incorporating all the elements of lifelong learning in proper way as per NEP 2020,
capability building is possible. Which in turns results in empowerment. According
to Brain Tracy “Commit yourself to lifelong learning. The most valuable asset
you’ll ever have is your mind and what you put into it.”. So true commitment
for learning in every step of life is very necessary for lifelong learning. In other
words, we can say that it is the key of success or essence of life.

Conclusion

In conclusion it may be safely asserted that NEP 2020 is a paradigm shift in
all spheres or domains of Education. If properly implemented the policy will
definitely generate human resources by cultivating innovative skills like critical
thinking, problem solving etc. Though the NEP 2020 seeks to bring a holistic
change in the education system of India, its success depends on the will and way
in which it will be implemented. The policy through its holistic approach focuses
on the all-round development of society and nation by building capabilities of
individuals who are the part and parcel of the society and nation. Needless to say,
the NEP 2020 is undoubtedly a developmental and ambitious policy to make new
India in terms of ‘Aatma Nirbhar Bharat’ (Self-Reliant India).
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Schooling [Education] for
All to Learning [Teaching] for All:
Reflections from NEP 2020

............................................. —Pathloth Omkar

“Teacher is the one who need more education than any other individuals”

—Chinese proverbs

s a student of education and as a citizen of this great nation, this
Acomes in my thoughts, in letter and spirit National Education Policy

2020 (henceforth NEP 2020) will ascertain the shift from schooling
(education) for all to learning (teaching) for all. In 71 years of Republic India
and in 74 years of Independent India have come up and rolled out during these
years with many committees, commissions, structures, mechanisms, frameworks,
guidelines, gazettes, and policies. All these structures invited attentions of people,
stakeholders from inside and outside of academia time to time with numerous
suggestions, recommendations, roadmap and spoken much about investment of
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) on education upto 6% since National Education
Commission (Kothari Commission-1964-1966) to change the pace of education.
Here 1 don’t mean India has not progressed. India has progressed substantially
in modern science and technology, but in relation to education still we are using
same words and still we are facing similar problems that through decades our
ancestor and parents have faced in relation to our practices for nurturing 5 E’s,
(Engaging, Equalizing, Enriching, Enabling and Empowering), individuals
and celebrating differences to sensitizing our pedagogies, practices, spaces,
institutions and ourselves too at a larger sections of society.

From Blame Game to Assertive Political Will

Education is most neglected area when it comes to a strong and assertive political
will. Political will play vital role in affairs of human life in many facets. It is
an unlocking key. The government initially formulated a committee headed by
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former Cabinet Secretary late Shri T.S.R Subramaniam submitted its report to
Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) in May 2016 in the name
of Committee for evolution of the New Education Policy. Ministry announced
formation of new committee. Accordingly the committee for Draft National
Education Policy (NEP) was constituted by MHRD in June 2017. The committee
headed by Dr. K. Kasturirangan submitted its report on 31st May 2019, the draft
entitled National Education Policy 2019 was uploaded on ministry website for
public comments and finally the NEP 2020 approved by the cabinet on 29th July,
2020. Political will is powerful assertion if it is truly realised in its letter and
spirit. On 7th August, 2020 Hon’ble Prime Minister of India came forward and
call to the nation for Neeti, Rananeeti, Roadmap & Resources and reiterated as
it is our collective responsibility that the policy is implemented in its letter and
spirit. The more teachers, parents and students and all the stakeholders who are
associated with education policy, need to come out with actionable actions. In
this connection my observations are along with the invitations of suggestions,
implementation strategies, roadmap, and actionable actions, there is also a need of
personal autonomy to teachers to design their curricula, Individualized Education
Plan (IEP), Personalized Learning Plan (PLP), Institutional Development Plan
(IDP), trust building among teachers with proper orientation, sensitization, and
full-fledged training for empowering all the stakeholders with continuous assertive
political will is required. Patience is key in empowering; giving teacher’s their
space, so they rise to the occasions.

From Politics of Learning to Assertive Teaching

Teaching is a spiritual activity in a larger enterprise of education. It creates
thinking in minds, it improves and expands rationality, it sensitizes individuals
and makes aware of his/her surroundings, whereas learning is certain market
interests are forcing and determining various kinds learning’s and market players
are dumping many things upon students. Visa-vice many invisible forces are
dominating for creating an environment of learning through various means and
modes. Institutions are also forcing for learning, learning became yardstick or
norm to measure the students. As a teachers, as institution, as university, as
learner we all of us are internalized this disease called ‘learning’ in our veins.
The fundamental goals of teaching were behaviour modification, development
of cognition and construction of experiences. All these years’ pedagogies were
focused on learning. We are not talking, we have stopped talking (Vaad samwad),
and we have stopped play and playing. There is a dire need of ascertaining
shift from learning to teaching, teaching is an art, learning is skill oriented, and
teaching is a complex activity with metacognitive reflections.
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From Politics of Perfection to Appreciating Imperfections

Humankind is perfectly imperfect in many aspects and we all of us search for
perfection, however before searching this perfection from our children, we need
to introspect ourselves, how much we have given a space for our children to rise
the occasions. We have stopped imaginations, we have stopped questions, we
have stopped interactions, and in the prestige of technology students are becoming
monotonous, decreasing of interactions, students are becoming technocratic, one
side talk in online classes, In tide of race we are spoiling our children’s, children
are losing the patience, imaginations capacities, scientific temper of imaginations.
In construction of knowledge people used to talk, discuss, argue with each other
in a constructive way. Now it is all about shift from teaching to learning in the
name of learner centric politics. Every institution says our curriculum is learner
centered curriculum, and all institutions, all teachers are focusing on the perfection.
We have forgotten the appreciations of imperfections way of learning in children,
child explore the world and many things on regular basis in an imperfection way
in freedom; child is not a pressure cooker or machine to come up like a perfect
outcome as like as a product.

From Skill Education to Humanization Process

Skill became a Passion. We do not talk much about Education than skill,
Education is much more “humanization process”. In the name of globalization
various forces are entering in our university spaces and forcing for corporate need
based curriculum and constantly targeted at skills or making perfect candidates
who seem like they have come out of cookies, cutters and factories. Most of
our educational institutions are aiming at turning students into individuals who
are able to fend for themselves rather than moulding sensible and responsible
citizens. Neo liberal economy is growing like anything, market spaces are over
flooded with new technologies. New technologies, underlying interest, market
interest are shaping our curriculums, constructing our ideas, and directing us
with respect to our needs, aspirations and for everything. Skill became a passion,
everyone talks about skills. Skill is dangerous so many institutions have come up
in the name of skills.

From Western Epistemologies to Indigenous Epistemologies

Going back to our roots. The NEP 2020 has given a special emphasis on going
back to our roots and connecting with our home, people, community, indigenous
knowledge, culture, language, tradition, dance, songs, arts, crafts, painting, music,
drama, food, medicine, etc., we need those imperfect home-made ones that have
rough edges, yet are tasty. Our indigenous system of knowledge need to be
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explored in detail and appreciated. The problem is, we try adopting always western
epistemologies and we do a poor imitation of our own indigenous knowledge and
epistemologies. We have such enormous diversities. Preserving our own cultural
diversities and also welcoming the cultural interphase. Knowledge is not just
cognitive always; it is social, emotional, ethical, political, economic, and cultural.
What we need is a mix of our roots, new epistemologies.

From One Size Fits for All to One Size Doesn’t Fit for All

Learning is not one thing, diversity is norm, and the way we learn is as unique as
our fingerprints. However from past 74 years of independent India, our education
system tried to fit all in one size. One side today’s classrooms are socially
manufactured and other side education system follows one set of pedagogical
practices and curriculum in accommodating inter-sectionalities and diversities in
its spaces. Pandemic has taught us many things, now it is high time we need
to rise above from the practices of one size fit for all. The modern science and
technology has created a large vacuum of learners. One size does not fit all.
One kind of task there are many kinds of learning, different between individuals,
different within individuals, development, different within individuals experience
as beginner, Practicenor and expert. Designing a curriculum that suits all learners
is still challenging. The major shift in NEP 2020 is multiple entry and multiple
exits, this may lead in massively changing the existing notions and in the practices
of one size fit for all approach.

From Cognitive Neuroscience to Connectome Studies

Cognitive Neuroscience studies the connections. Every one Connectome is
different. Three Major Network of Connectomes are what we learn (what of
learning), how we learn (how of learning), why we learn (why of learning).
The neural connections determines the individuals Connectome with his
her surroundings. The NEP 2020 is taking a complete shift towards multi-
disciplinaries. Modern challenges of humankind need modern approaches, multi-
disciplinary with multiple-solutions.

From Rote Learning to Critical Thinking

We live in strange and difficult times, our education system has failed to integrate
the social realities, people and rural engagement into the curriculum, and it is like
curriculum without people. An important part of education, particularly higher
education is to learn to ask questions and to develop the capacity for reasoned
arguments and critical thinking. The NEP 2020 highlights the particular emphasis
on developing the cognitive capacities, higher order thinking, critical thinking
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and problem solving with social, ethical, emotional depositions in the children to
equip with 21* century imperatives.

From Curriculum without People to Curriculum with People

Curriculum is most controversial theme. Diverse population and different socio
economic strata students are coming to our institutional spaces. Every learner
is unique in his/her choices, courses and programmes. Every learner is coming
to institutions of higher learning with ample of diversities, interest, needs,
aspirations, circumstances, knowledge, intelligence, abilities, disabilities, learning
styles and learning difficulties. Giving admission is enough in the institutions of
higher learning. If we go deeper and beyond social fabric, our education system
has failed to integrate the social realities, people and rural engagement into it.
The NEP 2020 is a new hope in integrating social realities’ in our curriculum.
Our curriculum is not talking or discussing about engagement of people. How
many centers, departments, schools in our institutions are really discussing
about the components of; disability, inclusivity, indigenous diversity, farmers
suicides, continuous rural engagement, heinous crimes towards women, politics
of development, criminalization of politics, normalization of violence in our
spaces. Universities are sites of knowledge and places for discussions, optimism
and inclusiveness. University means universe. It should be a place for discussions
of all the aspects of universe.

From Missing Teachers to Teaching Teachers

Teacher is an academic leader in the realm of teaching learning process. Designing
an academic instruction is a complex activity and engagement of learners in
the classroom of 21st century is challenging task. In the present scenario the
teacher is missing from classroom due to various other engagements. Today’s
classroom has drastically changed since years past. Sincerely dedicated teachers
look for new and effective ways to make a difference in students’ lives. Teacher
is also a human being like all, teacher also need time for reading, exploring new
knowledge. In our system of education teacher is given many responsibilities apart
from teaching, with these responsibilities teacher is missing from classrooms,
over a period time the real teacher is disappearing.

From Exams for Testing to Exams for Learning

The assessment of students is completely numeric oriented. Huge numbers (marks)
issues in our system of education. The journey of testing for the intelligence
quotient is still continuing. To transform this into an enriching experience of
learners is very necessary with emotional quotient, connectedness, cohesion, and
complete coverage of child’s world. The majority of time our system has been
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focusing on attendance of students rather than participation in the activities of
the classroom. The NEP 2020 has given a space for assessment and evaluation of
complete wellbeing profile of the child which includes social wellbeing, physical
wellbeing, emotional wellbeing and mental health.

From Education as Economic Enterprise to Education as a
Human Science

Education seen as teaching training and learning skill with underlying, intangible
and invisible market interest, which are carefully, consciously well-designed
project of global corporations. In the name of globalization things are becoming
worse. Neo liberal economy is growing in leaps and bound, Market spaces are
over flooded with skills or new technologies. New technologies, underlying
market interest are shaping our curriculums, constructing our ideas, and directing
us with respect to our needs, aspirations and for everything. In this process we do
not talk much about education than skill, Education is much more ‘humanization
process’. We have forgotten education as human enterprise and as human science.
Human science is not just about skill, it is all about life.

Conclusion:

Independent India has seen many facets of policies. Assertive political will is
unlocking key. If the political will is translated in, from WORDS to ACTION, it
will change the pace of education (nation). The NEP 2020 promising many things
and it is a new hope and the implementation responsibility lies collectively on each
and every stakeholders. The future of this great nation lies in the classrooms and
in the hands of institutions in nurturing 5 E’s, (Engaging, Equalizing, Enriching,
Enabling and Empowering), individuals and celebrating differences to sensitizing
our pedagogies, practices, spaces, and ourselves too at a larger section of society.
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